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Good morning.  Thank you, Secretary Bigby, for the warm introduction.  Thank you, Richard, for convening us this morning.   When Richard was describing the Secretary’s incredible background, there are lots of folks who were saying “Wow.  Wow.”  And I say it every day.  I feel incredibly blessed and we as a Commonwealth are incredibly blessed to have the service of someone with the hand and heart of Secretary Bigby.  Thank you, Secretary, for your service.

In that same spirit and with that same overwhelming  gratitude I want to thank the Lieutenant Governor for his exceptional partnership.

Secretary Hartstein who does a fabulous job at Elder Affairs.  Thank you, Madame Secretary, we appreciate you.  

I acknowledge the members of the legislature who are here.  Members Creeden and Brady who are here.  Thank you for being here today.

All of the elected and appointed officials. 

I would recognize Reverend Walker, but this is not the real Reverend Walker.  The reason I know that is because I have been to his church.  If the real Reverend Walker were here, we’d still be in the middle of the invocation.  So I hope that the real Reverend Walker is somewhere safe, first of all, and that whoever you are, you will take back our warm wishes to him. 

To the Brockton High School choir, thank you.  It was a wonderful presentation.

Christopher, what a beautiful piece of work.  I am incredibly touched.  I hope we’ll get a minute to spend some time together.

It’s great to be with you all today to celebrate Black History month.  Mayor Balzotti, you’ve been a tremendous partner.  Thank you for the warm welcome here to Brockton.  It’s great to be with you.  And I hope in a minute, we will hear more from and about David Harris.  He has such an extraordinary, extraordinary record of leadership here in the Commonwealth.


Black History Month is an opportunity for us to come together as a community to reflect and celebrate our heritage.  As Secretary Bigby mentioned, this year’s theme is “Black Women in American Culture and History.”  There are many women who fit the bill.  Rosa Parks and Maya Angelou.  Toni Morrison and Ida Bell Wells-Barnett.  Marian Anderson and Michele Obama.  
But not every hero is famous.  My grandmother grew up in Kentucky, the daughter, so she said, of an Irish planter and his black charwoman – his laundress.  In any event, she was fair enough to “pass,” as the old folks used to say.  When she and our grandfather would take their trips driving around the South, my grandmother would go into the diner first, get a table, and order the food.  And once the food was on the table, she would beckon the family in to sit down.  It was just generally more awkward for the proprietor to refuse them once everyone was seated at the table and the food was served.

One brave waitress confronted her at one of those stops.  The waitress said she was very sorry, but they would have to serve my grandmother and her family in the kitchen.  My grandmother drew herself up, looked the waitress square in the eye and said, “We don’t eat in the kitchen in our own home, thank you very much.”  And walked out with her family in tow, leaving the food untouched on the table.


Thousands, thousands of small acts of defiance just like that one – in the face of humiliation – helped bring down Jim Crow all across the South.  And they must be remembered, and honored, and acknowledged as one of the greatest examples of collective courage the world has ever seen.  Not just in February but throughout the year.  Our young people, most of all, need to know that ours is a legacy of struggle, courage, tenacity and achievement, and achievement, in defiance of the odds.


We’ve come a long way as the Secretary said.  There’s a different way of thinking about the world today.  Young people are able to see people in leadership positions and imagine the kinds of things that were unthinkable a generation ago.  A kid from welfare on the South Side of Chicago was a two-term Governor.  Another kid, who spent some time on the South Side of Chicago, serves as President of the United States.  The members of this choir live in a world where they can be entrepreneurs, astronauts, scientists, investors, attorneys, doctors, and CEO’s.  
They have the chance today to be recognized for their abilities and their accomplishments and not marginalized because of what they look like.  This is our time because all of you seniors, in your time, did what you were supposed to do.  By living by that idea of generational responsibility.  That in our time we must do what we can to leave this place better for those who come behind us.

There is still more work to do to fulfill our generational responsibility.  There always is.  That’s the nature of generational responsibility.  That each of us in our time must do what we can to leave things a little bit better.

We still, right now, have an achievement gap to close in our schools that disproportionately affects children of color, or kids who are poor, or have special needs.  We need to teach people the skills they need to find the jobs we have.  We need to end the cycles of violence in our communities in too many communities.  And we need to inspire our young people to engage.  To engage with each other in positive ways and to engage in their communities and their government.  Their time is right now.  Right now.  And there’s no reason to wait.

 Our role is to show them that they have a stake in each other.  When I was growing up on the South Side of Chicago, and I’ve described this to you before, it was a time when every child was under the jurisdiction of every single adult on the block.  If you messed up down the street in front of Mrs. Jones', she would straighten you out as if you were hers and then call home, so you got it two times.  
We have to rebuild that sense of community.  That’s what we’ve been about in state government.  That’s what you’ve been about in your own communities, right here.  That’s what we have to be about in our neighborhoods, in our homes, and in our livings.  Showing people, preaching to people as the real Reverend Walker, telling stories and engaging to show we have a stake in each other.  That each other matter to us.  That we are better than every man or woman being on his or her own rhetoric that we hear too much of today.  If we do that, we will lead a better community, a better Commonwealth, a better country and a better world.  

Let’s get on with that.  God bless you all. 
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