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· I want to thank you all for being here today.  I’m happy to welcome you to the State House.

· I know that last year the First Lady came and spoke with all of you, and that is a tough act to follow.  She’s not only dazzling, but she also spent some time working in the public school system in New York City, teaching in early education classrooms.  She has shared with me the benefits of that experience.  We have talked often about what all the studies and statistics confirm.  Strong beginnings can make a lifetime of difference.  That has helped drive home for me the importance of bringing early education to every community.

· In my own life, education has been a transformative force.  The opportunities I was exposed to in the classroom at an early age laid the foundations for the opportunities that have defined my adult life.  That has extended to my own children’s lives, opening up new horizons to them, as it will to their children, and the generations that follow. 
· There is strong support for early education in the Commonwealth, and more importantly, there is critical need.  The next step is to make quality early education a standard part of every child’s public education.  
· As many of you know, the fiscal challenges we face are considerable, and the resources we have to work with are not as abundant as what we would like.  But in education, we cannot afford to not invest in universal pre-K and all day Kindergarten. The costs of inaction are far too great. 
· It starts with our children-these children here today from the Ellis Memorial Children’s Center and children just like them across the Commonwealth. Smart investment in strong beginnings will bring us long-term benefits: greater competitiveness in a 21st century economy based on knowledge and innovation, a highly skilled, home grown workforce to attract new businesses, and strong communities with high levels of civic engagement.  That is how we stay globally competitive in the future and financially sound now.  Most importantly, this is how we enable our children to do better than we have done.
· Universal expansion of early education is one aspect of our Commonwealth Readiness Project, a comprehensive effort to rethink how we deliver public education in Massachusetts.  We are working to create and implement a pipeline of support beginning with early education and carrying students into higher education and a career.  We will be continuing to roll out broader reforms in the year to come, and I look forward to working with all of you on those.  Thank you very much. 
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