TALKING POINTS

Schools, Jobs, Civic Engagement – CLEAN ENERGY 
2008
· We have developed and put in motion an agenda for 2008 and beyond, an agenda focused on schools, jobs and civic engagement.  The clean energy sector is critical in that agenda.

· Climate change is one of the most pressing issues of our time.  But where others see a reason to panic, we see an opportunity to create jobs, to drive energy costs down, and to be responsible environmental stewards.
· With the help concerned leaders in the legislature, along with thousands of active citizens, we have been moving to lead the way in innovation, job growth and environmental protection through our clean energy sector.

· Within our first month in office we joined the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, and were the first RGGI state to announce a 100% auction policy, meaning that we will be selling, not giving away emission allowances.  Those proceeds will fund expanded energy efficiency and help cut costs for consumers.
· We are the first state in the nation to incorporate Greenhouse Gas analysis and mitigation in state environmental review process, helping us to address emissions and energy consumption in our buildings, which contribute about 40 percent of all greenhouse gases.   
· We set ambitious goals for energy efficiency, renewable energy, and emissions reductions for state agencies in the Leading By Example program.

· On the economic side, we gave state environmental approval to Cape Wind, the nation’s first offshore wind power development.  We brought together national energy company Dominion Power and Cambridge-based start-up GreatPoint Energy to build a gasification demonstration facility and research-and-development center that will create 100 new jobs.

· We won a nationally competitive bid for a wind blade test facility in Charlestown and an internationally competitive bid for new solar panel manufacturing in Devens and a wind blade test facility in Charlestown, not only promoting sound energy policy, but creating new jobs in a rapidly growing industry.  

· And working with the Speaker of the House and other members of the Legislature, we developed first-in-the-nation biofuels standards for state government want to take those efforts much further, with comprehensive energy reform legislation.  
· We submitted a $355 million Energy & Environment bond bill that will help us reverse course on years of neglect, and strategically target our resources to address long-overdue priorities.  
· At double the investment of the Commonwealth’s last environmental bond bill, and with targeted funding for every agency under the Executive Office of Energy and Environment, this is the most ambitious environmental bond bill in state history.  
· These investments are already paying off.  Last year the clean energy sector in Massachusetts added XXX jobs and grew at XX times the rest of the economy.  

· I believe that if we play to our strengths in Massachusetts, our concentration of brainpower, our venture capital, our entrepreneurial spirit and tradition, we can continue that extraordinary momentum and make Massachusetts a global center in clean technology.  That is a good thing from a job creation point of view, that is a good thing from an economic point of view, and that is a good thing for this planet.  
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