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Good morning.  It is nice to be here among so many friends, what I understand is the largest annual gathering of land conservationists anywhere in the country, and I hope we can spend most of our time I conversation after I make just a few points about what we’ve been up to and where we are going.  

First off, congratulations to the Land Trust Coalition on your 20th anniversary.  Your work coordinating the efforts of over 100 Land Trusts across the Commonwealth is invaluable.  Land trusts are the grassroots foundation of land conservation efforts and our valued partners as the Commonwealth works to preserve our valued landscapes for generations to come.  I am especially pleased to see how involved land trusts are in some of our environmental programs, like Commonwealth Conservation Corps, which build awareness and train our young people for conservation work, particularly in our cities.
And I want to take a moment to thank all the state employees who are here.  I see how hard you work every day, how you have weathered this economic crisis with courage, determination and most of all an unyielding commitment to the people of our Commonwealth.  Thank you.

You come here in the footsteps of Emerson and Thoreau, sons of Massachusetts who understood the visceral connection between our happiness and our physical environment.  

Those two were prophets of generational responsibility, the ancient notion that each of us in our time is responsible to make a better way for generations yet to come.  That is really what our work is about and it is especially appropriate to keep in mind during your conference, themed “The Next Generation.”  
We are doing a lot of good things together.  Even in these challenging fiscal times, we have committed more resources to Land Conservation than any previous administration in this Commonwealth.
In the last three years, we have invested over $140 million in conservation and park projects.  When you couple that with all the municipal investments and the hundreds of conservation restrictions completed by organizations like yours, we have preserved more than 61,000 acres across Massachusetts, at a cost of less than $2,500 per acre.  With 1,089 projects to date, we have completed more than one land or park project each day I have been in office. 
For the first time in decades, Massachusetts now has more permanently protected open space than it has developed land – an incredible achievement for the 3rd most densely populated state in the nation.

This is a record all of us should be proud of.  But now is not the time to let up.  Today, I am announcing $447,598 in Conservation Partnership Grants, enabling nine non-profit organizations to preserve 235 acres of open space in 10 communities, from the North Quabbin hills to Cape Cod. 
These are small grants, ranging from $24,000 to $85,000, but they are enough to help local land trusts protect land with incredible value for people and wildlife alike.  Whether it is the Coalition for Buzzards Bay, the Wareham Land Trust, Dartmouth Natural Resource Trust, or the Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust, among others, these grants are proof that we still have work to do.
Congratulations to these recipients, and to all of you, for your hard work and commitment preserving our Commonwealth’s natural heritage. 

Now, I know some people -- the ones who sit on the sidelines, with no long-term vision -- they can launch their name-calling campaigns, claiming that you’re just a “tree hugger”.  But don’t worry about that stuff.  You and I both know that protecting our open spaces and natural habitats, creating recreational opportunities for all our residents and visitors and preserving our working landscapes isn’t just about protecting geography.  It’s about the quality of our lives.  It’s about a healthy economy.  And it’s about a world we can be proud to pass on to our children, confident that they will be able shepherds for their children.  That is the work that I am interested in doing with you, and I look forward to our continued partnership.  Thank you.
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