On May 26, 2010, Governor Deval Patrick, Commonwealth Corps Commissioners, the Massachusetts Service Alliance and partner organizations, came together to celebrate the 242 Commonwealth Corps members of 2009/10 who saw a need within their communities and said ‘send me.’ 

It was the 2nd Annual Commonwealth Corps End of Service Year Event at Fenway Park, and, like its inaugural year, included a food drive, a service project at the Greater Boston Food Bank, Corps member and organization breakout sessions, and an inspiring performance by the Center for Teen Empowerment. This year, Corp Members donated some 50 pounds of food and sorted 3,650 pounds during their afternoon of services, packaging 2,772 meals for families in need.

The day was an opportunity to celebrate the Commonwealth’s residents, who heard the Governor’s call to action and stood up; who saw potential in the idea that each one of us has a stake in each others dreams and struggles as well as our own, and acted on that; who saw a need in their communities and said ‘what can I do?’ 

[add quote by MyDzung and Rajon]

At the mid-year mark, Corps members had already provided nearly 70,000 hours of services, generated some 4,134 community volunteers and provided a direct benefit to more than 78,000 people.

Among those directly benefited were students from the Morton, Talbot and Kuss middle schools in Fall River, who for the past academic year, have been tutored and mentored by Corps members through UMass Dartmouth’s LEADS program. Over 40 students attended the event and each school was recognized with Gubernatorial Citations for their inspiring projects to fight hunger and homelessness in their community. 

“Being a part of the LEADS Program…raised my emotions and awareness of serious issues going on in my community. Now when I think about the homeless I wonder what I can do to make a difference and help make their lives better. This heartfelt experience will always be a part of us. Thank you for helping us help others lead,” said Katlynn, a Talbot Middle School student.

The End of Service Year Event symbolized the culmination of a year’s commitment to the ethic of public service and underscored the very real impact a small group of civically minded residents can have on their communities and their Commonwealth. 
