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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Service to others is a hallmark of the American character, and throughout our history citizens have stepped up to meet our challenges by volunteering in their communities; and 

W

hereas The AmeriCorps national service program has proven to be a highly effective way to engage Americans in meeting national and community needs since its creation in 1994; and
W

hereas Each year AmeriCorps provides opportunities for approximately 2,182 Bay Staters to give back in an intensive way to our communities, our state, and our country; and  
W

hereas Those AmeriCorps members have served more than 774 million hours nationwide, including 25,653,785 served by residents from Massachusetts, helping to improve the lives of our state’s most vulnerable citizens, strengthen our educational system; protect our environment, and contribute to our public safety, and
W

hereas The Massachusetts Service Alliance, the state commission on service and volunteerism, is the gateway to over $10 million in federal funding that supports Massachusetts AmeriCorps programs and plays an instrumental role in the implementation of the Serve America Act for the Commonwealth; and
W

hereas  AmeriCorps members, after their terms of service end, remain engaged in our communities as volunteers, teachers, public servants, and nonprofit leaders in disproportionately high levels; and
W

hereas  Congress last year passed the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act which sets AmeriCorps on a path to grow to 250,000 members by the year 2017 and focuses AmeriCorps on critical national issues of education, health, clean energy, veterans, and economic opportunity, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim May 8th – 15th,  2010,  to be

AmeriCorps Week
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this first day of May, in the year two thousand and ten, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-third.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth       
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
