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Bonjour à tous.  Je suis ravi d'être ici avec vous au jourd hui.  Merci de votre accueil chaleureux et l'hospitalité resérvé a notre delegation.  Maintenant, parce que je ne voudrais pas creer de la confusion, ou de la moquerie, je vais parler en anglais.  

Thank you to MEDEF and the Paris Chamber of Commerce for organizing this event and for all you do to promote stronger economic ties between France and the United States.

Represented here today are leaders in state and local government, industry, financial services and education to discuss how better to collaborate to grow the Massachusetts and French innovation economies.  With so much talent in the room, I think we might get more out of questions and answers than a speech; so I will keep my opening remarks to a minimum.

I want to offer a few words about our growth strategy in Massachusetts and why we believe France can be an even stronger partner. 

In Massachusetts, our vision for the future is built on expanding opportunity.  Opportunity requires economic growth.  And our growth strategy consists of targeted investments in education, in innovation, and in infrastructure.  

We invest in education to prepare our students for the jobs and the society of tomorrow.  With over 300 universities, research institutions and teaching hospitals within 90 minutes of downtown Boston, education is our most abundant resource and our calling card to the world.  

We invest in innovation to grow new ideas and stay on the cutting edge of growth industries that depend on the kind of concentration of brainpower we have – industries like biotech and life sciences, clean tech, IT, financial services and advanced manufacturing.  

And we invest in infrastructure, what I refer to as the unglamorous work of governing, because it supports everything else: roads, rails, and bridges, broadband access, new laboratories and teaching facilities. 

That is our strategy.  It is very simple.  And it’s working.

Massachusetts has come out of recession faster than most other states and has grown twice as fast than the national growth rate.  Not only have we regained the jobs we lost during the recession, but today employment is at the highest level in nearly 25 years.  That growth has been lead by the innovation economy.  Just one example – our clean energy sector has had double-digit job growth three years in a row.  We now have more than 5,500 clean energy companies employing nearly 80,000 workers across the Commonwealth.  

Today, we are first in America in student achievement, health care coverage, energy efficiency, economic competitiveness, venture funding, entrepreneurial activity, and much more.  We are modernizing our roads, rails, bridges, housing and adding more than 2 million more square feet of laboratory space to the more than 18 million square feet we have already.  And we are doing it responsibly, balancing budgets and achieving the highest bond rating in Commonwealth history.

We are here in France because we see opportunities for mutual benefit.  France is also growing those sectors that rely on innovation and a well-educated work force.  Biotech is a prime example.  Both Massachusetts and France host many of the world’s leading life sciences companies.  Some, such as Sanofi, the company that now owns Genzyme, have chosen to expand in Massachusetts in the past few years.  Because of the complementary nature of our two economies and industries – in biotech and elsewhere – there is potential for Massachusetts and France to build a stronger partnership.

	Yesterday in Lyon we met with business leaders in the innovation sectors and toured Lyon’s growing “Confluence” District.  And later today we will make two announcements about partnerships and job creation in our respective innovation sectors. 

Finally, I want to stress the importance to us of collaboration.  We are interested not just in what we can buy or sell more of to or from each other, but rather in what we can build together.  Collaborating across our governments and the private and academic sectors is how both Massachusetts and France will mutually benefit from our leadership in the innovation economy. The world needs new cures and therapies, new solutions to climate change and energy demand, new technologies to relieve suffering, enhance the quality of life, create jobs and wealth.  The world needs new leadership – and we believe collaboration is the shape it will and should take.  

Je vous remercie de m’avoir.  I look forward to your questions.  
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