DRAFT
Governor Deval L. Patrick

Recovery Event in 5th Congressional District
Lowell, MA
Monday, December 14, 2009
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS (TBD)

Good morning and thank you all for coming.  It is great to be here with a wonderful partner in Washington, Congresswoman Tsongas.  Today we are celebrating some success stories of the federal recovery act right here in the 5th Congressional District.  And there is no one who understands the importance of these funds for Massachusetts better than the Congresswoman.  

Our recovery strategy in Massachusetts is simple.  We want to create jobs today while laying a foundation for growth tomorrow.  By focusing on education, innovation, infrastructure and regional clusters, we will expand new economic opportunity into every corner of our Commonwealth and recover together, as a community.  


Here in the 5th District, there are $359.5 million and 1,638 FTEs under the Recovery Act to date.  That means creating jobs at the Lowell Community Health Center, where just last week they received a $9.4 million grant to renovate and make technological upgrades so that this vital resource can meet increased demand moving forward.  It means $14 million for clean up at Silresim Chemical Superfund site.  It means tens of millions of dollars on commuter rail improvements in the area and $82 million to renovate an IRS facility in Andover.


These projects -- and many more -- they strengthen our communities because they bring new optimism and opportunity to neighborhoods that need the influx of new jobs and projects built for the long-term.  We all know that the sooner we get people back to work, the sooner we are out of this recession and back on a path to sustainable economic growth across Massachusetts.  


But the funds have to have a lasting impact even after the projects they fund are complete.  Communities need to see a path to better tomorrows we know are ahead, and reach for them together.  That’s why, when we get out of these anxious economic times, we will look around and see that we identified the projects that had been neglected and ignored for too long, the problems that were crying out for innovative solutions, and the ideas that would lead us to the jobs and economic security of the 21st century.

I applaud Congresswoman Tsongas and her colleagues in the House and Senate for their continued efforts to identify and fund the projects that will have the maximum short-term economic boost and long-term sustainability.  Thank you.   
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