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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Sylvanus Thayer was born in Braintree, Massachusetts on June 9th, 1785, and moved to Washington in 1793 at the age of eight. He attended school, and worked in his uncle's store to earn money for an education in engineering; and
W

hereas In 1803, Thayer left school after his appointment by President Thomas Jefferson as a Cadet to the United States Military Academy at West Point, New York; and
W

hereas During the Academy’s fourteen formative years, 1793-1807, Superintendent Sylvanus Thayer spent establishing the precepts of Honor, Discipline, and Education, that form a Triangle of Leadership that portrays the traditional code of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point; and
W

hereas In February 1808, he was commissioned a 2nd lieutenant in the Corps of Engineers, being the 33rd graduate of the Academy; and
W

hereas In 1815 Major Thayer was sent to Europe by the War Department, under President James Madison to make a study of military education and military engineering;
W

hereas In 1817 Major Thayer was appointed the 5th Superintendent of West Point by President James Monroe and
during the next sixteen years, he established the Honor System, the Academic Board, the Board of Visitors as well as other programs, regulations, and codes that characterize the Academy. Major Thayer resigned from West Point in 1833; and
W

hereas He continued in military engineering and in 1857 Colonel Thayer became the Commanding Officer of the U.S. Corps of Engineers, retiring as Brigadier General June 1st, 1863 at the age of 78; and
W

hereas In 1871 he provided the funds to establish Thayer Public Library and Thayer Academy in Braintree, Massachusetts as well as the Thayer School of Engineering at Dartmouth College in Hanover, New Hampshire. He continued to leave an indelible mark on engineering education, and education in general by the time he died on September 7th, 1872 in Braintree,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim June 9th, 2014, to be, 
General Sylvanus Thayer Day
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this ninth day of June, in the year two thousand and fourteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-seventh.








By His Excellency                 







Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth          
       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
