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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Bette Davis, “The First Lady of the American Screen”, was born on April 5th, 1908 in Lowell, Massachusetts; and 
W

hereas Upon graduating from Cushing Academy in Ashburnham, Davis enrolled in John Murray Anderson’s Dramatic School. By 1929, she had made her Broadway debut in Broken Dishes and was asked to screen test for Universal Studios; and 
W

hereas Having moved to Hollywood in 1930 and acted in several smaller films for Universal, Davis signed a seven year
 contract with Warner Brothers Studios. Her first major film The Man Who Played God in 1932 landed Bette on the      path to stardom and her role two years later as Mildred in Of Human Bondage was her first critically acclaimed success.  She was nominated for her first Academy Award in 1935 for Dangerous, becoming the first Warner Brothers actress to win an Oscar; and 
W

hereas A second Oscar nomination for the Best Actress was announced in 1938 for her role in Jezebel.  Davis received
 Oscar nominations for the next five consecutive years and she would become the first person to secure ten Academy 

Award nominations for acting.  By 1942, she was the highest paid woman in America; and 
W

hereas With the outbreak of World War II, Bette Davis became actively involved in the war effort, transforming an abandoned nightclub into an entertainment facility for soldiers passing through Los Angeles. The establishment of the Hollywood Canteen was a great source of pride for Davis and in 1980 she was awarded the Distinguished Civilian Service Medal, the Defense Department’s highest civilian award, for her work; and 
W

hereas As aging theatrical actress Margo Channing in All About Eve, Davis defined her iconic stature while reminding movie-goers to “Fasten your seatbelts, it's going to be a bumpy night" and later terrified us as Jane Hudson in Whatever Happened to Baby Jane?; and 
W

hereas With a career spanning more than 100 films, Bette Davis pushed boundaries and changed the way women were portrayed on the screen.  An icon of the Golden Age of Hollywood and a true master of the craft of acting, Bette Davis’ impact has left a lasting imprint on our culture and her legacy continues to inspire and delight us today, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim September 18th, 2008 to be,
Bette Davis Day
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this eighteenth day of September, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth      

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
