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(to be recorded)
Good evening. I’m sorry I can’t be with you all tonight.
First, I want to congratulate HomeStart for their amazing work over the past twenty years. 

HomeStart, under the leadership of Linda Wood-Boyle, has been at the forefront of the housing first movement for years and has been an excellent partner to this Administration and to our Interagency Council on Housing and Homelessness.  
At HomeStart you understand that families are better able to stabilize their lives and move beyond a crisis if they have a place to call home.  Over the last several years we’ve been working toward this vision, with a special emphasis on family homelessness given the increasing need we’ve seen as a result from the economic downturn.  We are focused now more than ever on strategic initiatives to end homelessness by connecting families to permanent housing.   We have a moral obligation to do so.
Government’s role is to help people help themselves, and sustainable affordable housing helps our most vulnerable residents get back on their feet while creating growth and opportunity in our communities – the kind that lasts for generations. But it’s also important to see it as a part of a larger strategy for economic growth and the expansion of opportunity.
Our growth strategy equals education, innovation, infrastructure.
Working for the whole of the Commonwealth, and it’s working to support affordable housing, too. In March, I was pleased to announce an additional $25.7 million to create 338 new units of supportive housing in 16 projects across the state.  With these new investments, we have met our goal of 1,000 units in three years – 2 years ahead of schedule -- and part of our comprehensive approach to reducing homelessness in Massachusetts. The people we will serve in these projects include homeless families, individuals, youth and veterans, and persons with disabilities.
These reforms don’t mark the end of our journey toward our

vision.  Today’s event is a celebration of our successes, but it is also a reminder that we still have work to do. 

That’s why I am thankful for HomeStart’s service in the community.  Your compassion has allowed countless households to find a permanent place to call home, while serving as a model for other programs across the state.  We are grateful for all that you do.

I wish you all continued success for the future. 
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