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Good afternoon.  Thank you, Secretary Sullivan, for the warm introduction and for your leadership at the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs.
I am thrilled and honored to participate in today’s event marking the growth and national leadership of the Massachusetts clean energy sector.

When I first took office in 2007, I made a commitment to grow the clean energy sector in the Commonwealth because I believe that we are better positioned than any other state in the country to capitalize on the good jobs, long-term economic growth and cleaner environment that come from growing a vibrant clean energy sector.  Our concentration of brainpower, research institutions and venture capital, our well-educated work force, our entrepreneurial traditions and the fact that we are at the end of the pipeline, with high energy prices as a results, all make us uniquely suited to lead the nation in clean energy innovation.  So we set out to create an energy agenda that would address our needs and our opportunities.

With the support of the Legislature, I signed into law a package of reform legislation that has catalyzed significant growth in the sector – growing renewable energy, sparking development of new technologies, addressing climate change, and unleashing the potential of energy efficiency.   With the leadership of the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center we are working to accelerate job growth and economic development in this field.   Through the Green Communities Act we are empowering the Commonwealth’s cities and towns to reduce energy use and encourage innovative solutions.  
And on the wind energy front, we set an ambitious goal for the Commonwealth of 2,000 MW by 2020.  That’s enough energy to power 800,000 homes and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 3.1 million tons, or roughly 12 percent of emissions from power plants today.

We have developed a nation-leading clean energy agenda because it is the right thing to do for our environment, our energy independence and our public health.  And we made a bet that it would also be an economic engine with enough untapped potential to grow our economy. 

And now as we sustain that strategy in the second term, I am proud to report that it’s working.  According to the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center’s October report, jobs in the clean tech sector grew at a rate of 7 percent last year and we expect that number to continue to grow.  We have a large and diverse clean energy sector with almost 5,000 companies and 64,000 workers.  Thanks to our investments, Massachusetts now ranks number one in America in energy efficiency.  

It is extraordinarily gratifying to see private businesses taking the initiative to join our green economy.  Philips Lightolier’s investment will significantly reduce the company’s energy costs and lead to the retention of close to 400 jobs.  This new turbine will contribute to the Commonwealth’s expected 40-fold increase in wind and solar generation by the end of this year.  
I’d like to congratulate the entire Phillips Lightolier team, CEO Zia Eftekhar and General Manager Bill Schoettler on their smart investment.  Thank you to Mayor Flanagan, his economic development team and the Fall River City council for working to make this possible.  And I’d like to acknowledge our team from the Executive Office of Housing and Economic Development, the Massachusetts Office of Business Development, the Executive Office of Energy and Environment Affairs and the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center.
Working together across the public and private sectors is how Massachusetts will win the clean energy future.  I’m really excited about where we’re going. 
Thank you and congratulations.
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