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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Hearing loss affects one in every ten Americans and is the number one birth defect in the United States, with approximately 3 out of 1,000 babies born with hearing loss every day; and

W

hereas Hearing loss is a health issue that impacts the general and psychiatric well-being of an individual and if left untreated, affects an individual’s speech and language development, education, employment, self 

 esteem, relationships and overall social and emotional health; and

W

hereas The prevalence of hearing loss increases with age, with hearing loss being the third most prevalent but treatable disabling condition among seniors behind arthritis and hypertension; and

W

hereas One in three individuals over age 65 experience some hearing loss and this number is expected to rapidly climb and nearly double by the year 2030; and
W

hereas Since 1998, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts has mandated newborn hearing screening for new born babies and an average of 200 of these babies are identified with some degree of hearing loss; and
W

hereas Children whose hearing loss is identified early and who receive immediate intervention, including early amplification with hearing aids or cochlear implants, have significantly better receptive and expressive

 language,  vocabulary, speech production and personal and social skills and may be more easily

 mainstreamed into elementary and secondary classrooms than children who do not receive

 such immediate intervention; and
W

hereas Through public awareness, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeks to minimize the effects of hearing loss among Massachusetts citizens,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim May 17, 2011, to be

Hearing Loss Awareness Day
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, twenty-fourth day of April, in the year two thousand and eleven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-fourth.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth          
       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth        

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
