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Look around you.  What an incredible gathering of our Commonwealth’s young people we have here today. 

 Each of you is unique – you bring your own passion, personality, and sense of individuality to this community effort.  And, together, you are a reflection our whole Commonwealth – from small seaside towns, to big cities, and everything in between.  You are exceptional, and today we are here to affirm our strong conviction: that you will be leaders in your communities today and tomorrow.  

As my time as Governor winds down, I've had some time to reflect on the last ten years of my life, two in the first campaign and eight as your governor.  There are so many specific things that I am proud of, so many things my Administration and you – our state’s youngest leaders accomplished together.  There are statistics to prove the results and there are awards and accolades to recognize the excellent work that we have worked to put on the books.  
But I also know that it is important to look beyond the individual statistics and accomplishments to understand what tied it all together.  What was the unifying principle, the thing that explains not just what we accomplished but why?

The “Why” is that there are human souls behind the policy choices that we make in government.  There are people behind the affordable housing line-item, and people whose lives will be affected whether we choose to invest in infrastructure projects.  We in government - and outside of government too - must see all people: the mighty as well as the meek.  So I ask you: are we going to be about seeing everybody?  And the justice everybody is striving for, and hungering for?  Are we going to be about affirmatively lifting people, giving them the tools to imagine a different future and then to reach for it?  Are we going to be about the kind of community, and state and country our forefathers fought to create and have every possibility to be?  
That’s why we created this Council, to help give you - our future entrepreneurs, educators, doctors, and civic and business leaders a voice and a stake in their state government. 
This Council exists because young people spoke up and asked for it.  They wanted to be heard.  Some of you may have heard me tell this story before, but shortly after taking office in 2007, I visited with a group of students called Bold Teens in Codman Square.   They had ideas about how to improve their community and address our biggest challenges.  And, as befitting their name, they made a bold request of me: that my office would create a one-of-a-kind Youth Council to bring the Commonwealth’s youth into our policy conversation, giving them a seat at the table.  
And I heard them.  And today, I am so proud to welcome the fourth group of exceptional young people to continue to bring their voices to the halls of the State House and in the neighborhoods across the Commonwealth you live in. 
You have mighty big shoes to fill.  Over the past several years, the Youth Council’s progress has been remarkable. They have organized themselves into a formidable launching pad for an impressive array of grassroots civic projects.  They have participated in training sessions led by top policymakers and immersed themselves in the budget process.  Youth Council members take part in forums, host summits, and participate in the pressing issues of our time: Youth Violence Prevention, Immigration, Disability Rights Issues, Anti-Bullying and much, much more.  

I’m here today to ask this new group of young minds for help.  There are challenges all around us, challenges we must meet in order to leave this Commonwealth better for the next generation.  We must have an eye to the responsibility that we all share to grow this Commonwealth and make it an even better place. 
I believe in generational responsibility.  It’s an old idea that we learn from our grandparents or family members: that it is up to each of us, in our time, to leave what we’re given better for the generation to come.  As your Governor, this principle guides the tough decisions I make every day.  And I know that this one idea can fundamentally change how we conduct our politics.  I won’t be satisfied until we bear our generational responsibility, our responsibility to leave this place better than we found it, to lift one another up instead of tearing everybody down. 

But it’s not just about what we do inside the State House. We must demand more not just of our leaders, but also of ourselves as individual citizens.  Generational responsibility belongs to all of us.  Every one of us owes a debt to the future payable only by making the kinds of choices today that build a better, stronger Commonwealth for tomorrow. That’s what this Council is about. It’s a critical part of your mission. The challenges are great but so too is the opportunity to leave something lasting, durable, and better for the next generation.  I ask you to seize that opportunity with me and act.  


I’m also here to ask you not to let the work of the Council stop at the end of the meetings.  I know our former members were committed to this, and I’m asking the same of you. 

 It would be easy to simply attend each meeting and then go back to your neighborhood and fall back into a routine.  But the chance you have is to use those meetings as a way to report back to your peers about what strategies you have seen in action in your communities, how you’ve harnessed your collective energies to help build up the people and the world around you.  I know you all take this role seriously and I know you will shine in it.  Being an actively engaged citizen is an everyday affair.  Responsibility doesn’t end when the meeting does.  


When we started this Youth Council, it was a new and exciting experiment in youth engagement.  No one had ever tried this before and some said that it could not achieve the lofty goals we set for it. Your predecessors have proved them utterly wrong.  They’ve shown how much can be accomplished when a group of active, engaged peers set out to address the issues that they recognize in their communities. 
The incredible successes and achievements of past classes only make this program something more exciting.  We are proud of our Youth Council but, mostly, we are proud of you.  It is a profound thing to respond to the call of public service at your age and you are the key to bearing our generational responsibility to this Commonwealth.  We have great expectations for what you can accomplish both in this Youth Council and beyond.  I truly look forward to working together to build on the successes of the past and make Massachusetts an even better place.  Thank you so much and Godspeed.    
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