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Good afternoon.  Thank you all for coming.  I want to thank Congressman Delahunt for being here with us and for all his help in Washington.  I am grateful for his partnership and his leadership as we work together to help Massachusetts and the people of the 10th Congressional District recover from the current economic crisis and bridge to the better tomorrows I know are ahead.  I also want to especially thank Senator Kerry for his leadership and passion about this project.  While he was not able to join us today, he has been an ardent and persuasive advocate for this important project.
Today, the Commonwealth has agreed to a maximum contribution of $3,750,000 or 75% of the approved project costs for emergency improvements here in Barnstable Harbor.  The 30 foot section of failing bulkhead needs attention, and we are glad to have partnered with the city and elected officials to secure funding in the state capital budget to help the town address this important need.    
The importance of this project is two-fold.  First, of course, it addresses an urgent public safety environmental problem.  We can ill-afford to let another 450 square feet of land area fall into the bay.  By solidifying this bulkhead, we restore safety to this beautiful and busy harbor.  

Second, during this economic time, this project creates jobs, the single most important step in our economic recovery.  That is excellent news for the people of this community.  Every hour spent on solidifying this wall, repairing necessary roads and protecting the gas, electrical, water and sewage utilities on Millway Road moves us one step closer to a true economic recovery.  And those hours create other paychecks down the line, a viral jolt of economic activity worth celebrating.  Keep in mind that, even though sometimes the numbers can seem like abstractions, behind the jargon and the acronyms these funds are putting our neighbors back to work.  They are restoring people’s pride and alleviating the anxiety of unemployment and economic uncertainty for thousands of families across Massachusetts.  The real story, as always, is about the people these projects help.


Together, these short-term and long-term investments dovetail and lay a foundation for future economic growth.  And that is our work on the road ahead.  Until we bring renewed opportunity into every corner of the Commonwealth, we must continue to press forward and lift each other up as members of a community.  I look forward to working with the Congressman, Senator Kerry, members of the Legislature and town officials on that.  Thank you for coming.
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