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[bookmark: _GoBack] 	Good evening, I’m Governor Patrick. 
 	I’m sorry I can’t be with you tonight, but on behalf of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, I want to welcome you to tonight’s 4th Annual Project GEM dinner.
 
	Project GEM and Oxfam America have produced incredible success over the past few years.  They have renovated seven schools for girls in Pakistan and built one from scratch in Somalia, which has provided over 9,000 girls with better educational opportunities.  Another new school for girls in Somalia and renovations for three more schools in Pakistan are in the works.

 	Throughout history and in every culture, education is the key
to ending the cycle of poverty, expanding opportunity and 
increasing civic participation within communities.  In partnership 
with Oxfam America, Project GEM has empowered underserved 
and underprivileged girls in developing countries by providing 
them access to a quality education.  As the father of daughters, providing that access for girls to reach their potential is especially meaningful.
 	Education unlocks doors, opens opportunity, enables 
individuals and lifts whole families.  Through their work, Project 
GEM and Oxfam America are providing many girls and women 
across the globe the opportunity to build a better future for 
themselves.  I am proud and grateful for your outstanding contributions to making the world better.

 	Have a great evening. 



