[image: image1.jpg]@,mmunmealtb [ of Massacy

Usettg

4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Melanoma is a form of skin cancer that begins in the melanocytes, cells located in the bottom layer of the epidermis; and 
W

hereas It is estimated  that there will be 116,500 new cases diagnosed this year; and
W

hereas  While the exact causes of Melanoma are unknown, there are certain risk factors - such as too much exposure to UV radiation, fair skin and family history - that are linked to the disease; and  
W

hereas There are three sun protection guidelines one can follow to help prevent the possibility of Melanoma: seek shade whenever possible; wear a broad-spectrum sunscreen with an SPF of 15 or higher, reapply every four hours; and follow the “Shadow Rule”, if your shadow is shorter than you are, the sun’s damaging rays are at their strongest and you’re likely to burn; and
W

hereas One in five Americans will develop skin cancer during their lifetime; and 
W

hereas Through public awareness, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeks to inform citizens of the devastating effects of melanoma and skin cancer,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim May 2009,  to be

Melanoma/Skin Cancer

 Awareness Month 

And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this twenty-ninth day of April, in the year two thousand and nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth       
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
