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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Sixty-seven percent of the land mass that lies within the boundaries of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts is woodland; and
W

hereas Forests improve air quality, reduce noise and pollution and provide us with numerous amenities which improve the quality of life; and

W

hereas The four major natural causes of wildfire ignitions are lightning, volcanic eruption, sparks from rockfalls, and spontaneous combustion, but over 98% of forest fires in Massachusetts are caused by human 
 activity; and

W

hereas The Commonweatlh of Massachusetts can expect an average of more than 3,500 wildfires per year, which all have the potential to destroy valuable resources, property, and threaten human life; and
W

hereas Smokey Bear, America's wildfire prevention icon, was created in 1944 and has educated generations of Americans about their role in wildfire prevention; and

W

hereas The Department of Conservation and Recreation’s Bureau of Forest Fire Control has been a member of the Northeastern Forest Fire Protection Commission since 1949 and is celebrating one hundred years of wildfire protection this year; and
W

hereas Through public awareness, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeks to educate the public on the prevention and hazards of wildfires; and
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim April 17th – April 23rd , 2011, to be
Wildfire Awareness Week
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this fourteenth day of March, in the year two thousand and eleven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-fourth.

               





By His Excellency                  
                                                         Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth         
                                                                     William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
