Massachusetts State Historical Records Advisory Board (MA SHRAB)
Meeting

Date: November 14, 2012

Time: 10:00 am to 11: 45 am

Location: Massachusetts State Archives

In Attendance: Elizabeth Bouvier, Veronica Martzahl (secretary),  Pam Peterson, Gregor Trinkaus-Randall, Jack Warner (State Coordinator), Shawn Williams

Absent: Kaari, Tari, Megan Sniffin-Marinoff

Updates

New England Archivists Conference

The Massachusetts SHRAB staffed a table at the recent NEA conference at Simmons College on November 3, 2012. Scott Riley of the Vermont SHRAB provided materials from their Board, and Veronica Martzahl included materials from the other New England states from their websites, the NHPRC website, and the CoSA website. The most popular item was the list of NHPRC grants for each state.

Veronica also presented information on using matrices in grant evaluations with special emphasis on NHPRC grants during a session with Emily Gustainis and Kathryn Hammond-Baker from the Countway Medical School Library at Harvard University. The session was called, “Promoting your Collections through Metrics
Council of State Archivists (CoSA) Town Hall

Mike Pagones, Kaari Tari, and Veronica participated in a web based Town Hall with representatives of CoSA on September 27, 2012. A recording of the meeting is available at http://www.statearchivists.org/shrabs/townhall.htm . As a result of this meeting, Veronica has been able to join a CoSA Basecamp site for information sharing. 

Grant Writing Workshops

Efforts continue to secure locations for the two grant writing workshops in Spring 2013. 

Roving Archivist Program

All three Roving Archivists have started their site visits. There has been some of confusion around administrative matters, particularly around payment for these services, but Jack Warner stated that mileage will be covered at the federal rate based on a standard distance between cities. Given these additional costs, it appears unlikely that the SHRAB will be able to accommodate additional site visits beyond the nine that are already approved.  

Action Item:

An Interim report will be due in the next few months. Veronica will work to gather supporting information from the Roving Archivists and get it to Jack before December, 2012.
Maudslay State Park Association Request

Jack received a request from the Maudslay State Park Association, a Friends group. They are looking to undertake a digitization project for the creation of an online presence/website. 

Action Item:

The group determined a series of questions that need to be answered before more specific recommendations can be made and Jack with contact the Association to obtain this additional information and relay it the rest of the group.

Archives Advisory Council (AAC) Appointments

Shawn Williams led the group in a discussion regarding the handing of appointments in a more methodical way. Returning to the statute, five members and five alternates need to be appointed to the AAC on behalf of the Secretary of the State in accordance with the following schedule:
1 – 3 year term member and an alternate 

2 – 2 year term members and alternates

2 – 1 year term members and alternates

The group determined that Jack, as the alternate for Secretary Galvin, does not need to be appointed. He is part of the AAC by statute. Shawn and Mike will serve as support person, but will not hold specific appointments.
The group reviewed four applications for AAC appointment and agreed to put these names forward for Secretary Galvin’s approval. The group also reviewed the current membership and compiled recommendations for members and term assignments.

Action Items:

· Jack will contact the potential new members to verify that they are still interested. 

· Veronica will send Shawn the list of names and addresses and contacts.

· Shawn will coordinate with Michael Comeau to compile and submit appointment letters for review by Secretary Galvin.
· Shawn and Mike will attend the January 9, 2013 meeting to swear everyone in, assuming approval by the Secretary of all nominations. It may be necessary to meet at 1:00pm that day due to potential meeting conflicts.

Springfield/Western Massachusetts Inquiry
Libby Bouvier has been contacted a couple of times by a woman in Springfield. She had attended the NARA Forum and was interested in being involved with helping the SHRAB, but isn’t able to attend meetings. She was aware of other people who are out in Western Mass who were interested in a satellite group in Western Massachusetts. 

Action Item:

Libby should contact the woman and suggest that she propose several possible dates, times, and locations that 1-2 Board members could attend a meeting with herself and this group in Western Massachusetts.
June 2013 Forum
The group discussed possible forum topics and locations. The idea of “Using Social Media to Promote your Collections” met with approval and U-Mass Amherst was suggested as a possible location.

Action Item:

Veronica will contact associates at U-Mass Amherst to see if they would be interested in hosting the forum.
