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· The vision we have for the growth and success of this Commonwealth requires a world-class system of public education, one that prepares every student for the world and workforce of tomorrow.  

· Right now Massachusetts students are the best in the nation.  Last year they took top scores in all four categories measured by the National Assessment of Educational Progress, the so-called national report card.  

· In higher education we offer an unmatched concentration of resources and opportunities.  And the opportunities for highly skilled graduates to find a good job at a good wage in an innovation industry are second to none in the world.  

· Over the last year, we have brought together more than 200 educators, business leaders and community advocates to put together a plan to implement this vision for the future of public education in Massachusetts.  

· We have also asked the people in local communities to take part in this effort.  We held more than a dozen public meetings, town halls, small gatherings and individual conversations that drew in more than 2000 participants.  And we’ve engaged nearly 700 grassroots representatives from communities across the Commonwealth to help carry the message about the power and potential of this vision for public education to shape the future – their own, their children’s, their neighbors’ and the Commonwealth’s.

· Our leadership team is developing recommendations that will be on my desk within the next month.

· In facing the challenges of a slowing national economy and accelerating our own response to 16 years of inaction, we need smart, targeted investments in education to ensure robust, long-term job growth and economic security.  Failure to act has its own price tag – in remedial services, in public assistance and even in corrections.    

· A poor kid in high-quality early ed is 40% less likely to need special education services or to be held back a grade, 30% more likely to graduate high school, and twice as likely to go to college.  

· High school drop outs become the 75% of prison population and 69% of jail inmates in this country.

· Strong beginnings for our students, opportunities for learning and success, good jobs at good wages.  These are the dividends paid by smart investment.  Measured against the costs of inaction – a loss of competitive edge, more need for taxpayer-funded social services, and a growing budget gap – proactive steps are essential.

· I look forward to working with my partners in the legislature in bringing all of these proposals to life, and bringing world-class education to every community in the Commonwealth.  I hope that each of you will join us in working to make our vision for the next era of education reform in Massachusetts real.  Thank you very much.  

