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Good Afternoon.  
Thank you, Justice Botsford for your kind introduction, and thank you for your many years of service to the Commonwealth as a member of the judiciary on both the Superior Court and the Supreme Judicial Court.  And thank you to Judge Fein for your remarks and for your leadership on improving access to justice in the trial courts.  
A special welcome to Chief Justice Ireland, Chief Justice Marshall, Associate Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court, and many other chief justices, judges and court personnel.  I am very pleased to see Governor Bill Weld here today and thank him for his wise choice back in 1997 to appoint Ralph Gants to the Superior Court, launching the very fine judicial career that brings us to this momentous day.    
Welcome to my friends and colleagues at the bar, and to everyone who has come to honor Justice Gants and celebrate his appointment as Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court.
I would like to acknowledge the Judicial Nominating Commission, especially Chair Macey Russell and former Chair Lisa Goodheart, the Joint Bar Committee and the eight members of Governor’s Council.  Thank you for your important contributions to the integrity of the judicial appointment process. 

Most importantly, congratulations to the family of Justice Gants.  This is a particularly proud moment for you all and I hope that you take some credit for this appointment.  It is your love and support of Ralph Gants that makes this possible – and your continuing job to keep him real as he assumes yet another distinguished title.  
I am extremely honored and proud to administer the oath of office to Ralph Gants as Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court.  One of my great privileges and responsibilities as Governor is to nominate judges to the trial and appellate courts of the Commonwealth.  And I have been blessed with the extraordinary opportunity and serious responsibility to appoint not one but two Chief Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court.  

I’d like to say just a word about the jurist Ralph Gants will succeed.  The citizens of the Commonwealth owe Chief Justice Roderick Ireland a deep debt of gratitude for his distinguished service to the judiciary for 37 years.  In just four years, his stewardship of the courts as Chief Justice has been remarkable.  The courts have been transformed under his guidance and he leaves us with a judicial system that improved performance and morale.  He has been the right leader in a crucial time.  Chief Justice Ireland, thank you for your service and all the best to you in your future.  


As most of you know well, Justice Gants brings over 33 years of professional excellence to the Chief Justice position, including 16 years as a judge and 17 years in public and private legal practice.  He has served with distinction as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court for the past five years.  Throughout his career, Justice Gants has demonstrated an abiding fidelity to civil liberties and civil rights as set forth in our constitution.  He has earned the high respect and deep admiration of all.  On the bench, he is known by judges and members of the bar as an intellectually rigorous, pragmatic, fair and hard-working jurist.  To members of the court staff who interact with him on a daily basis, he is known as gracious and humble.  
Throughout his lengthy and distinguished career as a jurist he has displayed a devotion to justice and constitutional rights, intellectual rigor and thoughtful jurisprudence and a compassion for the people behind the problems.  To the benefit of the Commonwealth, he will bring all of these gifts with him to the position of Chief Justice.  
Justice Gants understands that the law needs to be fair and make sense in the lives of real people.  I am confident that under his leadership, the Supreme Judicial Court will continue to be a model of jurisprudence for the nation and the world, and that our judicial system will thrive and be ready to meet the many challenges ahead.  

With confidence and thanks for his extraordinary service to the judiciary and to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, I now administer the oath of office to Ralph D. Gants as Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court. 

OATH


I, Ralph D. Gants, do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance, to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and will support the Constitution, thereof, so help me God.


I, Ralph D. Gants, do solemnly swear and affirm that I will faithfully and impartially, discharge and perform, all the duties incumbent on me, as Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court, according to the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the Constitution, and the laws of this Commonwealth, so help me God.


I, Ralph D. Gants, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States. 
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