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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

· Rev. John Samaan (President, Boston Rescue Mission)    
· Commissioner Jim Greene, of the Emergency Shelter Commission on behalf of Mayor Menino, 

· Senator Chang-Díaz 

· Mark Conrad, Chair of the Massachusetts Parole Board
· Vince, Mission client
· Megan, Mission client
Good afternoon, and thank you for that warm welcome.

To Vince and Megan, it’s humbling to come to the podium after such powerful stories.  Thank you so much for your example, your courage, and your determination to help others.

I’d also like to take a moment recognize Rev. Samaan, and all of the work that he does.   Reverend, your name is synonymous with Good Samaritanism.  You have been showing mercy and care for our neighbors at this shelter for a long, long time now, and I’m so glad to recognize your work.
Despite recent, enormously encouraging signs of recovery – like this week’s announcement that for the first time in 2 years the unemployment rate in Massachusetts fell last month – we recognize that communities and neighborhoods across the nation and the globe are still feeling the pain of this recession.  And we also recognize that it is the grim irony of recessions that charities and nonprofits have to meet an uptick in demand as they experience a drop in donations.
That’s why I have called on everyone in Massachusetts this holiday season to do as much as we can as often as we can.  Nothing means more and nothing helps more than a willingness to serve and an understanding that we are members of a single community.

So, I’d ask members of the media who are here to include links and phone numbers for volunteer and donation opportunities in their stories – there are plenty available on our website, mass [dot] gov.  

Whether it’s turning in an old coat in the back of the closet, canned goods left over after the holidays, or volunteering at a wonderful event like the one today, everyone can lend a hand.
That’s how we’re going to recover, and that’s why we’re here today.  Thank you so much, and to everyone a Happy Thanksgiving!
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