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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas  According to the March of Dimes, premature birth threatens the lives and health of more than half a million babies every year, including one in nine babies in Massachusetts and the number is rising; and 
W

hereas Premature birth is the leading cause of death of newborns in America; and 
W

hereas Babies who survive may suffer lifelong consequences; and 
W

hereas The March of Dimes continues to lead the fight against premature birth and other serious threats to infant health by funding research and programs that help more babies come into the world healthy, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim November 2007, to be
Prematurity Awareness Month      
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this thirtieth day of October, in the year two thousand and seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth        
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
