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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas The country of Laos traces its origins as a unified state to the Kingdom of Lan Xang in 1353, Laos later came under the dominion of Siam (Later Thailand) and France when it was known as part of French Indochina; and 
W

hereas The majority of Laotians in America arrived after the rise of communism in Laos in 1975 or are the children of those Americans; and  
W

hereas The population of Laotian immigrants has grown steadily since 1975 and in 2008 reached nearly 240,532. As of the 2010 Census, there were 232,130 Laotians in the United States; and 
W

hereas The Commonwealth recognizes the contribution of the Laotian community to the culture, economy, history and wellbeing of Massachusetts, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim August 10th, 2013, to be, 
Laotian American Cultural Heritage Day 
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this thirtieth day of July, in the year two thousand and thirteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-seventh.








By His Excellency                 







Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth          
       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
