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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas  Autism is a complex developmental disability that typically appears during the first three years of life and affects a person’s ability to communicate and interact with others; and 
W

hereas  According to a Centers for Disease Control and Prevention study of eight year olds in 2000 and 2002 released in February 2007, the prevalence of autism had risen to 1 in every 150 American children and almost 1 in 94 boys; and 
W

hereas While children do not “outgrow” autism, studies show that early diagnosis and intervention lead to significantly improved outcomes; and 
W

hereas According to the Autism Society of America, there is no known single cause of autism, but it is generally accepted that it is caused by abnormalities in brain structure or function; and 
W

hereas  Signs of autism include lack of or delay in spoken language, repetitive use of language and/or motor mannerisms, little or no eye contact, lack of interest in peer relationships, lack of spontaneous or make-believe play, and persistent fixation on parts of objects; and 
W

hereas Through public awareness, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeks to minimize the devastating effects of autism among all Massachusetts residents,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim April 2008, to be,
Autism Awareness Month
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this ninth day of April, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
