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Thanks and acknowledgements…

Massachusetts has always been fertile ground for the information technology sector.  Our IT firms, in close collaboration with our colleges and universities, have played a role in every major advance of the field – from the earliest minicomputers, mainframes, and software to WebCT, robotics, RFID, Monster.com; the list goes on and on.  
Some of the world’s most significant innovations of the last quarter century had their genesis in our own backyard, things that were incubated in your industry.
The innovative spirit that brought all of that about is still alive and well in this Commonwealth.  A small statistic to illustrate my point:  Earlier this month, the Boston Business Journal reported that in 2006, inventors and creative entrepreneurs from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts registered 5,666 new patents with the US Patent and Trademark Office, setting a new annual record and surpassing the previous year’s mark by 33%. 

Emerging industries like biomedicine and alternative and renewable energyhave taken their rightful place alongside tech companies as key elements of our innovation economy.  And it’s growing in size and pace all over the world.
My point is that the growth of the innovation economy is not so much a question of if or even when; it is a question of where.  And I want to say, very plainly and unequivocally, that Massachusetts wants you.  I want your people, your companies, your discoveries, your jobs – to call Massachusetts home.  You are central to my economic vision for this Commonwealth and I am prepared to do whatever I can to assure that you flourish.  

We have world-class universities in Harvard, Brandeis, MIT, Boston University and many others.  And I am so proud that the University of Massachusetts has again raised its profile and recognition in partnership with private couterparts.
Not just in Kendall Square or within the greater Boston area, but all over the Commonwealth we have that brainpower and venture capital, the educational and human resources ready for you to tap.  Combine these advantages with a tradition of innovation and entrepreneurial spirit that dates back centuries and we have everything you need to spark new growth.

We understand the advantages we have, but we have so much work yet to do to help you get into business and keep you right here – so that you don’t feel tempted by the calls I know you get from my counterparts in other states.  I mean to make you feel tempted and excited about expanding right here in Massachusetts.

Building on the initiatives of the previous administration, we will move the permitting and regulatory processes at the “speed of business.”  Our policy is to deliver one-stop-shopping, one place to go to wind your way through what may seem like a Byzantine maze of state approvals.  If you have a need, you can call Gregory P. Bialecki.  He will be serving as the state's first permitting ombudsman, and making sure that the process of setting up here is as expedient and equitable as possible.

In certain cases, your permitting hurdles are not so much at the state level as on the local level.  We are committed to develop a stronger partnership with cities and towns, to help them appreciate the importance of participating in economic expansion, and to support their efforts to manage the impact.  Lieutenant Governor Tim Murray is in charge of rebuilding that relationship.  If we can help you on the local level, call the LG at 617/725-4000.

Targeted infrastructure investments will make sure that roads are intact, that you can have a cell phone call without having to reconnect every few hundred feet, and that we are up to speed in every community with broadband Internet and WiFi technologies.  We will announce plans soon to advance on all these fronts. 

And we have already obtained the commitment of MassHousing to help us dramatically expand the supply of affordable housing to every region in the Commonwealth.  I have been told again and again that housing costs are the number one hurdle in recruiting a workforce.  That has to change, and fast.

I will do my part to model the behavior I want to see.  As Josh [Krumholz in his introduction] noted, my experience in the campaign and through the transition period allowed me to put to use new approaches provided by the changes in available technology.  Our statewide grassroots effort would not have been possible without the connections we were able to make through the Internet, through our ability to distribute print, audio, and visual media quickly and effectively, and through our ability to engage with people and manage the massive influx of questions and new ideas.
In state government, we have begun with a few strategic redesigns to enhance the usability of the mass.gov website and help people connect with us.  This week, we are taking another step by posting our very first streaming audio, the Governor’s Online Radio Show, which will allow me to directly address the people through our website.    
In this and other ways, I think it is crucial that the state government avail itself of those same opportunities by utilizing cutting edge technology to improve service and efficiency, cut expenses, and foster civic engagement.  
But our most important next step, both for your industry and our Commonwealth, will be taking reform of our public education to the next level.  

This council has been a strong advocate for education throughout its existence, and has done much to adapt classrooms to digital learning centers, bring educators up to speed on new technology, and recognize achievement in math and science.  We look for your continued support as we prepare to enter the next phase of education in Massachusetts.  
Under the first phase we created systems, funding mechanisms, and the MCAS to enhance accountability.  Moving forward we will concentrate on the growing knowledge economy, and building a workforce of educated citizens, fully prepared to compete in the global marketplace.

We will create comprehensive education for the “whole child” with dynamic diagnostic tools that go beyond MCAS scores.  Our graduates should leave with aptitudes for math and science, but also critical thinking and creativity essential to discovery and innovation.  The MCAS is part of that desired outcome, but an exclusive concentration on test scores is insufficient.  In this next phase, new measures will retain accountability and allow educators and parents to meet the needs of individual students.

Our school systems will adopt the concept of P-16 education, with a core curriculum will be based on science, technology, engineering and math.  Through programs featuring dual enrollment for college credit at Massachusetts Community colleges, we can establish the college-track for more of our students and create direct access to state colleges and the University of Massachusetts.    

We want to make sure that your industry has the public and the private support for research and development, and will encourage a robust technology transfer in our universities.  Most importantly, we want to expand the contribution of our public higher ed in creating new companies, patents, products, and jobs in the Commonwealth.  85% of the graduates from our state schools stay right here after college, providing you with the opportunity to access cutting-edge facilities and engage a highly skilled, built-in workforce.

I still have much to learn about the IT sector, and I’m sure many of you will be eager to fill me in.  Not only are you a critical partner in other fields that I want to bring here, but your work enhances educational performance, extends information to populations that have lacked that crucial access, and created technologies that defend from terrorist attack and keep our troops out of harm’s way.  
You have changed the way the world functions in everything from health care to contemporary music.  I want you to continue your work here in this Commonwealth.

I look forward to working with each and every one of you.
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