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[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you, Secretary Shor for that warm welcome.  I am honored to join with you all today to celebrate your accomplishments. 

I want to start off by thanking you for your commitment to our state.  The people in this room dedicate their lives to better this Commonwealth for the long-term, and you don’t get celebrated enough. 
   
You care for our most vulnerable residents, train our workforce, maintain our roads and bridges, provide for our safety and so much more.  

Thanks to your dedication, Massachusetts leads the nation in student achievement, energy efficiency, health care coverage for our residents and services for our veterans.

We have climbed out of recession faster than most other states and earlier this year the Labor Department reported that Massachusetts has more jobs today than it did at its pre-recession peak in the spring of 2008.  We were one of the first seven states in America to achieve this milestone. 

Together, we are reforming the way to we do business to save money, create efficiencies and prove that while government cannot fix every problem, it can help people help themselves. 


Remember:  “government” is not some abstract entity out there.  It’s us, you and me and every other citizen.  It ought to reflect the best of what and who we are.

In service of those values and that mission, we are going to keep trying new things and new approaches.  If something’s not working, let’s fix it.  If something’s no longer vital, let’s end it.  We must seize greater efficiencies, drive better outcomes, and more accountability - and engage the public as we do.  If you have ideas on how we can do that, speak up.    

I have no intention of letting up and neither should you.  If we work together, and we continue to keep our sights on a government that works better for our citizens, we will bear our generational responsibility and leave behind a better Commonwealth than we found.
Congratulations again. 
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