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Thank you for the opportunity to speak today.  I am joined by Secretary Bowles, Secretary Cohen, Secretary Kirwan, and Undersecretary Gonzalez, who will be providing testimony on behalf of the Administration.

We proposed the Accelerated Bridge Program to ensure the safety of our public infrastructure, provide short-term stimulus and long-term strength to support our economy, and save much-needed transportation dollars.

I want to acknowledge and express my appreciation to Speaker DiMasi, Senate President Murray, Treasurer Cahill and their staff for helping to develop this proposal.  And I am grateful to this Committee for the swift action you have taken.  If we act promptly, we can take advantage of this construction season, and capture all the potential savings we have proposed.

The Accelerated Bridge Program helps us address public concerns over the integrity of critical infrastructure.  After years of neglect in our own state, and last year’s events in Minnesota, questions have naturally been raised about the safety our own bridges.  This Program represents a clear commitment to address those needs now.
This program will kick-start much needed projects in every region of the Commonwealth. 

The Accelerated Bridge Program will also mean thousands of new construction jobs over the next eight years – jobs sorely needed in a sector among the hardest hit by the downward economic trends. 

This program also presents the opportunity to save $1.5 billion over the next eight years by avoiding construction cost inflation and deferred maintenance costs.

The sooner this bill becomes law, the sooner we can begin restoring our infrastructure, improving public safety, and strengthening the Commonwealth’s economy.  Again, I appreciate what it has meant to prepare for and move on this measure so quickly, especially in light of the many legislative priorities presented as the end of the session nears.

I know you also appreciate the cost of inaction.
If we fail to act and our bridges deteriorate further, consider the financial costs due to increased inflation.  Consider the costs to our economy when businesses fail to expand because infrastructure is inadequate.  Consider the costs related to the public losing confidence in its government to provide the most essential service that it can provide.

So, again, I thank you for the timeliness of this hearing and your work on this bill.

My team is here today and after the hearing to answer any questions you may have.  I urge you to review the submissions fully, to report this bill favorably, and to advance it to a vote of the entire legislature as quickly as prudence allows.  
Thank you again. 
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