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Good morning.  Thank you all for coming.  I want to thank Congressman Frank for his extraordinary leadership in Washington on housing issues.  He is a voice for all of the people of this city, the 4th Congressional District and the Commonwealth as a whole, and we are in his debt.  Thank you, Congressman.

I also want to acknowledge Mayor Lang and his efforts to find lasting solutions to some of the most stubborn challenges in this city.  We are making great progress, and we are lucky to have you as a partner on the journey.  And the local legislative delegation is doing important work on Beacon Hill, bringing new ideas and fresh thinking to the important issues we face here in New Bedford.  Thank you for your continued efforts.  

Today’s announcement is good news for New Bedford, good news for the Commonwealth and most of all good news for the families across Massachusetts.  By committing nearly $154 million to support 26 rental developments in 17 communities, we are accomplishing two important goals at once.
First, we are delivering jobs when we need them most.  This funding will go a long way to putting proud, hard working construction workers back on the payroll.  Whether they are replacing windows and patio doors, refurbishing this façade, installing new HVAC systems or doing waterproofing and insulation upgrades, they will be back as active, contributing members of our economy and our community.  The ripple effect from that is cause enough for celebration.

But these investments are also wonderful news for families who need more affordable housing across Massachusetts.  We all know that housing costs is one of the biggest barriers to putting down roots in the Commonwealth.  So there will be units for 1,147 low income families.  Since we know the best way to prevent homelessness is to provide permanent housing, these projects will help 144 families transition from homelessness to permanent housing.  This is an investment in those families and their children, a sign that if we just have the patience to work hard and the courage to act, we can improve thousands of lives and strengthen our neighborhoods in the process.  Right here at Regency Tower, there will be 129 preserved units with 43 apartments available to low and moderate income residents.  At United Front Homes we will use $10.4 million in federal recovery funds to get that development up and running.  United Front will offer 173 affordable units with 139 set aside for low and moderate-income residents.  
This is just the next step in our journey towards renewed vitality for New Bedford, and I am happy to be here to share this good news with you today.  
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