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It’s been my honor to work side by side with so many of you over the last decade, and to count so many of you as friends, many from much further back than 10 years.  Tonight, I’m here on behalf of the Commonwealth to congratulate you on this milestone, and offer our great appreciation for all that this coalition has made possible.
I want to mark this occasion with the words of a man who was deeply engaged in political issues, but also driven by a strong faith, Reinhold Niebuhr.  A little over 45 years ago, Niebuhr gave a sermon from the pulpit at the Memorial Church in Harvard Yard.  In his sermon, he said, “It is easier to build a house than to tend a garden and weed it every week
.”  

Nowhere is that idea reflected more than in the extraordinary contributions the GBIO has made to our landmark healthcare reform.  This organization was instrumental in forging that broad coalition of interests that made any reform possible.  In the years since, you have helped steward the plan to success.    
The health care professionals, business leaders, policy-makers and patient advocates who came together to invent health care reform have stayed connected for every major milestone decision through the implementation phase.  That kind of community does not happen by chance.  

Your ability to bring people together out of a common purpose has been crucial at a time when people have been using different faiths to try and divide constituencies.  When you see faith leaders from different paths standing shoulder to shoulder it sent a very strong message.  When we talk about health care, economic opportunity, public safety, or environmental stewardship, we are talking about issues of justice and morality.  
As a result, some 340,000 adults and children who were uninsured have health insurance today.  Families facing tough times no longer feel at risk of losing their health care because of changes in employment or being bankrupted by serious illness.

I learned recently about a woman who had been treated repeatedly in emergency rooms for a chronic sore throat, but who, after health care reform was able to see a primary care physician who diagnosed and was able to treat what was her throat cancer.  She is on the road to recovery.  There are hundreds of stories like this.  And I mention this one to help us appreciate that health care reform is not nearly an abstract benefit, but a real one for real people.
Many, many challenges remain.  Nothing this ambitious or important comes easy.  Ahead of us remains the task of not only maintaining but strengthening the coalition that health care was built upon.  We must continue to expand the system to its fullest potential, to make certain that the effort is truly shared among us all.  The responsibilities that taxpayers and consumers take on to make this work should be the same responsibilities that our insurers and providers carry.  I am looking to you to help sustain that spirit in this effort, and ensure our success.  We must tend our garden.

Thank you very much.  Congratulations and happy anniversary.
� Niebuhr, Reinhold, Justice and Mercy. Ed. Ursula M. Niebuhr.  “Be Not Anxious” pp 76-84.  Quote from pg 83.
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