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	Hello, I’m Governor Patrick.  I’m sorry I can’t be with you
today.  But I wanted this chance to acknowledge and thank you for the important work that you do for your communities and for the Commonwealth as a whole. 

For years, the conventional wisdom emphasized warehousing people rather than preparing them for their return into the community.  You knew that was wrong-headed.   

96 percent of people who are incarcerated will come out at some point.  So, it behooves us to make sure that, when they come out, they have the training, the skills, the wraparound services, the support and the accountability to reintegrate successfully into their communities.

At the state level, we have been helping by trying to be a better partner. 

Last year we brought together a dynamic group of stakeholders to focus on how to strengthen re-entry efforts in the Commonwealth.  

In 2010, I signed a strong CORI reform that brought our outdated criminal history database into the 21st century, that balanced the interest of enforcement agencies in accessing accurate and complete information with the offenders’ need to get a job and get back into society. 

And just last month, we won an $11 million grant from the U.S. Department of Labor to expand a juvenile justice initiative that ties funding to increases in employment and reductions in recidivism.

But the work you do is a model for everyone. 

In July, I visited Hampden County’s “After Incarceration Support Systems” program with Sherriff Ashe.  The Department has developed deep and broad relationships with local businesses, hospitals, social workers, community groups and faith-based organizations to support inmates as they transition home.  It is all about preparing the whole person to succeed.  And this comprehensive approach gets the positive results we want in re-entry and beyond.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I was thoroughly impressed – and very proud. I wanted a chance to tell you that, and to encourage you to work with each other and with us to build the most successful and comprehensive re-entry programs of any state in the country. I know we can do it. And we owe it to the peace of our communities to try.   

Thank you all for your service.  I look forward to working with you.  Have a wonderful conference. 



2

