DRAFT
Governor Deval L. Patrick
Harvard University AskWith Education Forum
Thursday, April 10, 2014 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
As Governor, I have had the great pleasure of spending time with some of our state’s youngest citizens.  I love to listen to their stories about what they want to be when they grow up.  As a parent and a grandparent, I hear optimism and energy, eagerness and hope.  As a governor, I hear a call to action.  Every one of us has a stake in getting them where they want to go.  We need to tell and to live their stories, and we need to prepare them for their future.  I have governed with the notion that investments in our schools of ideas, time and money matter, because those investments unlock growth and opportunity for all of us.

Many of you have heard me talk about Orchard Gardens in Roxbury.   

Under the leadership of Principal Bott, the chronically underperforming school embraced the tools and supports included in the Achievement Gap Act - the school day was extended so it was based on the workweek and the workday (not the farm day), and students were allowed to stay after school for extra support and help with their homework.  Many students eat three meals a day here.  Exercise, music and art fill out the school day.  City Year and other partners help deal with truancy issues, and serve as mentors to students.  Through Boston Medical Center, City Connects and other services, whole families are getting their basic needs met in the school.  

We have seen amazing progress at Orchard Gardens.  In 2010, Orchard Gardens was deemed a Level 4 turnaround school.  Last fall, we announced that Orchard Gardens is now a Level 1 school.  

Over the past 4 years, Math Proficiency rate has jumped 24 percent.  Even more impressive: In 2007, 1 percent of 8th graders were proficient in Math, in 2010 that was up to 9 percent, and in 2013 that number jumped to 63 percent.  The numbers are good, but even better are the stories.  

At the end of one of my visits to Orchard Gardens a few years ago, the first grade — led by a veteran teacher — gathered to recite for me.  After a short poem about multicultural tolerance, they recited much of the “I Have A Dream” speech.  When I started to applaud, the teacher said, “not yet.”  Then she began to ask those 6- and 7-year olds questions: “What does ‘creed’ mean?”  “What does ‘nullification’ mean?”  “Where is Stone Mountain?”  And as the hands shot up to answer her questions, I realized that she had taught the children not just to memorize but also to comprehend what they had recited. 

There are some nowadays who tell us that those first-graders are on their own -- on their own to deal with their poverty; with ill-prepared young parents, maybe who speak English as a second language; with an under-resourced and all around depressed public school; with neighborhood crime and hopelessness; with no access to nutritious food and no place for their mom to cash a paycheck; with a job market that needs skills they don’t have; with no way to pay for college. 

But those Orchard Gardens kids should not be left on their own.  If we are to be a national community, with common cause and common destiny, then we must see those children as our children, yours and mine; and among them are the future scientists, entrepreneurs, teachers, artists, laborers, engineers and civic leaders we desperately need.  For this country to rise, they must rise -- and we have a common stake in that. 

We have a common stake in their equality so we make the schools work better for all children.  We have a common stake in their opportunity, so we make ways for them to get the training and higher education they need to participate in and help shape the innovation economy of tomorrow.  We have a common stake in assuring that the systems by which they are measured and held accountable are fair, that the playing field itself is level.  


Two years ago, twenty first-graders from Orchard Gardens arrived in Washington on what was for most of them their first flight on an airplane.  They went to practice reciting the “I Have A Dream” speech one more time, this time under the towering monument honoring Martin Luther King, Jr. on the National Mall.  Later that afternoon, they, along with their bashful principal, and their dynamic, loving teacher went to the White House to recite for the President of the United States. 

Watching them run around the South Lawn, burning off nervous energy while they waited, or gawking at the unfamiliar splendor of the interiors, or asking where the bathroom is, or staring in bug-eyed disbelief when President Obama entered the Diplomatic Reception Room, they could have been any 6- or 7-year olds.  And yet I am certain that they felt important that day simply because someone made them feel worthy.  It was extraordinary that that someone was the president of the United States.  But what matters most is that someone made them feel worthy.  They could have been any 6- or 7-year-old; they should be every 6- or 7-year old.

The American Dream belongs to them, as much as to you and me.  It’s worth fighting for.  It’s worth investing in.  And it’s worth sharing responsibility for – because it is still central to who we are.
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	We have much more to do.  We must work to get the 40,000 children off the wait lists for early education.   We must strengthen our Department of Children and Families so that staffing levels are manageable and our social workers have access to the most up-to-date technology.  We are working with our partners in the Legislature on these steps.  
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