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Thank you very much.  

Members of the Board;

Members of the Faculty and Administration;

Distinguished Guests;
Students and Alumni;

And, most importantly, Madame President,

I am honored to be here today for the installation of Harvard’s 28th president.
I am tempted to focus on the historic importance of this event.  I’m sure all of us are aware of it. But I feel compelled to locate this accomplishment in its context, so that we might grasp what this all means.  
Not because President Faust is the first female to hold this title. But she is taking leadership of one of – if not the – most prestigious and well known educational institutions of any place or any time in the history of humankind.  That is serious business, and if she is to take on all that responsibility, she should be allowed – for today at least – to don the mantle of historical significance that comes with the position.

But we don’t really need any of that, least of all President Faust.  She has a doctorate in history.  I’m not going to explain to her anything she doesn’t already  know about.

Rather than discussing the significance of today in term of what already happened yesterday, I think it will be more useful to discuss it in what will happen tomorrow.  

We are entering an era of unprecedented change and evolution, both domestically and internationally.  And the way forward is not always clear. That is why the leadership of President Faust will be so essential.  

It will take all the talent and all the energy of the community on this campus, and the campuses around the nation, if we are to effectively and intelligently face the issues of the coming years.  That is the work ahead.

When our most significant challenges are those that thrive in the shadows cast by misunderstanding, the university may be our best hope.

Harvard has for hundreds of years broadened not only the horizons of its students, but of its institutional mission.  Never mind that the words “Madame President” are long overdue in these hallways.  Looking at the student body around us now, we can virtual explosions of diversity, and the expansive, exhilarating, and occasionally uncomfortable explorations of the human mind.

And we can see all the extraordinary affects that has on the human heart.  The university, and this university especially, is not just a center of education.  It is a place of understanding, of wisdom and connection.  Of veritas - truth.  And not the mere, prosaic truth of facts and observation, but the more intangible truth we gain from connecting with and understanding each other.  
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