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Thank you, Robert, for that warm welcome.  Thank you for having me tonight. 

I’ve talked a lot lately about how the horrific events that unfolded on Marathon Monday and in the days following brought out the best in our community -- from the B.A.A. volunteers in their yellow jackets to the truly amazing work of our medical community to our law enforcement officers -- folks didn’t just step up they brought their A-game.  

But I also want to celebrate those that weren’t in the spotlight, but likewise rose to the occasion, the people who live and work in Massachusetts, who go to school here, who maybe weren’t at that finish line that day and don’t work at MGH or for the Boston Police Department.  Those who take pride in Patriots Day and all that it represents for Massachusetts and worldwide and too were deeply, deeply impacted by the tragic week of April 15.  Those everyday people, in their own way, have demonstrated overwhelming acts of kindness, compassion and strength in the face of such cruelty.  

As you all know, John Adams, wrote the Commonwealth’s own constitution.  The preamble so often quoted; indulge me if I do so again in part tonight:

“The body politic is formed by a voluntary association of individuals:  it is a social compact, by which the whole people covenants with each citizen, and each citizen with the whole people, that all shall be governed by certain laws for the common good.”

The common good.  So much has been written and debated about what is in “the common good.”  About what it means.  My own idea is a simple one -- I think it evokes a sense of community.

When I was growing up in the 50’s and 60’s on the South Side of Chicago, there was a lot of talk about what we didn’t have, but what we did have was a strong sense of community.  Because that was a time when every child was under the jurisdiction of every adult on the block.  If you messed up down the street in front of Ms. Jones, she would straighten you out as if you were hers -- and then call home, so you’d get it twice.  What those adults were trying to get across to us was that they had a stake in us.  And that membership in a community is understanding the stake that each of us has not just in our own dreams and our own struggles, but in our neighbor’s as well.  With that membership in community, comes responsibility. 

Events like the marathon bombings can test our commitment to community and our responsibility to improve the general welfare not just for ourselves, but for our neighbors and strangers.  Considering the aftermath of the bombings, we get choked up -- but not only because of the senseless, tragic lost lives and devastating injuries, but also the simple acts of courage and kindness we witnessed again and again as the weeks progressed.  Over and over again, we have seen our commitment to our community and each other. 

Tonight though I want to spend a few minutes considering the unique request that we made on Friday, April 19.  With the advice of our highest public safety officials, we asked folks to shelter inside.  This was not a legal order.  We did not invoke emergency powers or threaten of penalties or enforcement.  And we didn’t have to.  The community knew and understood the importance of staying safe.  People wanted to let the law enforcement officers do their job.  Even the ACLU, who does such a great job protecting our civil liberties posted on their blog that day that even their staff stayed inside too.  

This is emblematic, of people’s desire do the right thing.  Though most people in the affected areas experienced that day inside their homes with their families, I think we all felt the strength of being part of something bigger, and a closer kinship or symbiotic relationship to each other and our community than ever before.  

  	I didn’t take requesting folks to stay in their homes lightly. But it made sense, and it made a difference.  And it kept folks out of harm’s way.  Like many of you I loved my constitutional law class in law school.  I celebrated cases that tested the parameters of our constitution’s promise of freedom and civil rights and civil liberties.  I’ve spent much of my career protecting these rights.  

But I also know that we made the right decision a few Fridays ago.  I am proud that the general spirit of cooperation and desire to be a member of the community, gave way to a selfless wish to help.  Those decisions we made were ones that I, nor any other Governor in America should be asked to make again.  

	I will end with this.  Out of this tragedy, the spirit of a great community rose up.  We have shown the world that no terrorist can defeat that spirit.  It has been a source of comfort for those who were hurt and a source of inspiration for us all.   Thank you for having me and enjoy the rest of your evening. 
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