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· The path that led to this began a little over a year ago, with the very first bill filed in our new administration.  The Commonwealth Corps is our effort to mobilize the civic energy and community service that we know is not just part of winning elections, but of governing.  
· I want to thank everyone who has helped us to develop a program that will attract individuals to service and help generate a real difference on the ground and in our communities.
· As part of our leadership team, your task is to invite people to check back into their communities.  To reach out to those who normally can’t afford to get involved, or who don’t know how to do so, and show them their stake in our shared aspirations.  
· Corps members will engage in direct service including but not limited to teaching in after-school programs, mentoring underprivileged youth, assisting the elderly and cleaning up parks and beaches. Members will also recruit and organize additional volunteers with the hopes of expanding membership to 1,000 volunteers.
· Massachusetts citizens from all walks of life, all ages, economic and ethnic backgrounds will have the ability to alter lives and communities while experiencing the pride that comes with such service.  This will create and strengthen the bonds of common purpose that unite our communities, crossing barriers of race, class, age, language and education.  
· Massachusetts has a strong history of community service, volunteerism, and civic action.  I am proud that the Commonwealth Corps is now a new chapter in that history.  I welcome you to that effort, and thank you for you work.    

PAGE  
2

