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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS (TBD)
· Good afternoon.  I want to thank Dietrick for sharing his story with us.  Restarting your education is an extraordinarily brave and difficult task, and I want to acknowledge your efforts.
· I also want to thank all of the young people behind me and those I visited with today.  You are doing such important, impressive work on this house, and it’s making an enormous impact for this family and this community more generally.
· Earlier this month, as a part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act and our Massachusetts Recovery Plan, I announced $1 million in construction trades training grants.
· Just A Start in Cambridge received $160,000 of those funds, and today we’re looking at part of the new wave of green jobs being created right now in Massachusetts.
· Simply put, the Recovery Act is working here in Massachusetts. 
· In this region alone, over $3.6 million in federal youth and workforce training funds are on the street – matching up people looking for work with the skill development and employment they need, connecting young people to important work and learning opportunities like this program.
· Since 2007, our administration has made significant investments in biotech, life sciences and green technology so that the people of Massachusetts would have opportunities in the innovation economy of tomorrow.   
· Over the last few months we’ve been visiting Recovery Act programs around the state to check in on many of the programs impacted by these resources.  Stories like this one are being told in every corner of the Commonwealth.  
· Because of the growth of those industries and training dollars like the ones at work here, these young people and hundreds of their peers across the state will have access to good jobs at good wages in the growth fields of tomorrow.  I am so thrilled to be here today to celebrate the newest members of the Massachusetts workforce.

· Congressman Capuano has been a leader on these issues for a long time, and is one of the main reasons our state has so many Recovery stories – and real jobs – to celebrate.  Congressman, can you share a few words?
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