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· Last Thursday we laid out our agenda for 2008 and beyond, an agenda focused on schools, jobs, and civic engagement.  We’re here at Jacob Hyatt School to highlight the importance of education, and talk about what we have been working on and what we have planned to help these students succeed.  

· Our budget has committed a record increase in chapter 70 funding, as well as targeted investments in quality pre-kindergarten programs, all day kindergarten programs and extended learning time because in each of those cases we know that they have high impacts in the lives of young people and ultimately in the strength of our Commonwealth. 

· Earlier last year we filed a higher ed bond bill so we can begin to reinvest in public colleges and universities to make a place for these young people worthy of the preparation that we are asking them to commit to. 

· We’ve also filed a bill to create a different kind of governance structure for public education so that we can have a more streamlined and more accountable public education system and a more coherent and seamless connection between early education, K through 12, and higher ed as well. 

· A point I made at the State of the Commonwealth, and will continue to make is about the importance of considering, in the case of all of these and other proposals, the cost of inaction. 
· Poor kids who have, for example, the advantage of quality early ed are 40% less likely to need special ed services or to be held back a grade, they are 30% more likely to graduate high school, they are twice as likely to graduate from college.  Longer learning days like those offered here at Jacob Hyatt keep kids young people in safe and supervised settings after the conventional school day ends.
· There are reasons, smart, effective and fiscally sound reasons, to invest in education now.  In many respects if we don’t do it now we pay for it on the back end.  To make a stronger community, to make a stronger economy, the kind of proposals we laid out last night I believe are absolutely essential and they are essential in any circumstances but maybe most especially as a hedge against the economic uncertainty that so many of us are thinking about and concerned about. 

· I am looking very much forward to working with the Senator and the Representative and the other members of the legislature in getting these initiatives through.  We are looking forward to working with them to sharpen the thinking and the proposals, but action we must have.  Working with the legislature, just talking about reasons why we can’t do things is not acceptable.  Not for me, and not for the public.  I think the public is looking for us to act and as I said last night I believe they deserve that action as well. 
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