TALKING POINTS

Energy Savings Executive order

4-18-07

· I want to thank you all for joining us for the kick off of the Energy Star “Start Small, Save Big” public service campaign.  This is a joint effort with our neighbor states in New England to encourage homeowners to use efficient, Energy Star-qualified products.  By starting small, we can save big by reducing electricity usage throughout the region, lowering monthly power bills, and giving all of us a cleaner environment. 

· I have a proclamation to read (read it aloud)

· Our commitment to cost and energy savings starts right here – quite literally – in my office.  Some of our young volunteers from City Year just replaced the incandescent light bulbs on my desk lamps with compact fluorescent bulbs, which use a fraction of the electricity. 

· And we will be making these changes in offices throughout the state house.  Swapping 1,000 incandescent light bulbs with 1,000 compact fluorescents will, by itself, save taxpayers $15,000 a year, cut electricity consumption by 128,000 kilowatt hours, and reduce carbon emissions from power generation by 56 tons.  It’s a small start, but such small starts add up to big savings – in our pocket books, and for our environment. 

· This is the kind of localized and individual step we can all take that will net us wide-spread benefits.  Here in the State House, we’ve been making the transition to compact fluorescent bulbs for some time. But today we jump-start that change. 

· I want to thank Sylvania, a Mass.-based company, for their generous donation of 1,000 compact fluorescent bulbs to the Energy Star consortium.  Today, volunteers from City Year will fan out through the State House and help us change hundreds of bulbs in Executive and Legislative offices.  They have started in my office and will move to the Senate President’s Office and the House Speaker’s.  I appreciate the cooperation, and enthusiasm, of Speaker DiMasi and Senate President Murray in joining us to lead this change. 

· And new light bulbs are just the beginning. Today, I am also issuing the Lead By Example – Clean Energy and Efficient Buildings Executive Order. 

· State agencies occupy 65 million square feet in buildings across the Commonwealth.  We are responsible for consuming more than 1 billion kilowatt hours of electricity, 22 million gallons of heating oil, and 46 million therms of natural gas each year, which results in the emission of 1 million tons of carbon dioxide, equivalent to 200,000 automobiles. 

· This Executive Order supersedes all previous administrative actions on energy conservation, and sets the clean energy bar far higher than ever before. 

· The Lead By Example Executive Order commits state agencies to reduce their overall electricity consumption 20 percent by fiscal year 2012 and 35 percent by 2020.  Those benchmarks will in turn help us cut greenhouse gas emissions 25 percent in the next five years, 40 percent by 2020, and 80 percent by 2050, compared with 2002 levels. 
· To make that happen, I am setting new energy and environmental standards and practices for State agencies.  Each agency will be required to: 

· obtain 15 percent of their electricity from clean renewable sources by 2012, 30 percent by 2020;
· use biofuels for 3 percent of heating oil for winter 2007-08, 5 percent for 2008-09;
· meet Massachusetts’s LEED-Plus green building standards for all new construction and major renovations;
· and reduce potable water use 10 percent by 2012, 15 percent by 2020, compared with 2004 levels.
· This Executive Order also mandates changes throughout state government that will have an immediate impact on our energy consumption and emissions.  We will not be purchasing any more incandescent light bulbs, unless absolutely necessary for special purposes; and there will be no more leaving lights on at night and over the weekend.
· These are some easy ways to start small, and save big on our energy costs and environmental impact.

(introduce Senate President, House Speaker, to say a few words)

(follow with EPA regional administrator Bob Varney)

(Then Tim Stout of National GRID, on overall “Start Small, Save Big” campaign, and Penni Conner of NSTAR on significance of light bulb change-out.)

(Wrap-up)

· On that note, I ask our City Year volunteers to go and change some bulbs!

