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· Thank you for all for being here.  Tonight is really a celebration of your work.  
· Bob’s leadership has been the guiding force behind this remarkable organization for 41 years.  That is a lifetime devoted to helping people realize that they, too, can be part of the American Dream.

· Bob has been a partner and friend throughout it, and we will miss his wisdom, his leadership and his vision.  Most of all, we will miss his friendship at the head of ABCD.

· In these times, the work that you are doing is all the more important.  Just when people feel like the walls are caving in, ABCD is there to help people get back on their feet and face the challenges with support and courage.  

· Think of all the success stories you have helped write.  People who saw only a bleak darkness now see possibility and opportunity in this community.  

· And they, in turn, pass it on.  Your work has a chain reaction, a profound and lasting impact on the people of Boston and beyond.  It reflects our very best values in this Commonwealth, the values that strengthen our neighborhoods and create new opportunities for our children.    

· I appreciate your humanity and your selflessness.  We need more of both as we work our way out of this economic downturn, and I know I can count on this crowd to partner with us in government to ensure that we all recover together and march towards our better tomorrows together.  

· Thank you for being here.  I applaud all of you, especially tonight’s award winners, for all you do for Boston and Massachusetts.
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