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Good afternoon.  I am honored to be here to pay tribute to firefighters and their families.  Each year, we take a moment as a Commonwealth to honor heroism in fire departments across the state, from Worcester to Marblehead.  But make no mistake:  we are grateful every day for what you do for the cities and towns in Massachusetts.  Personally, I am thankful for your attitude towards service generally.  Because the truth is, in a world where so many people see obstacles and insurmountable challenges, firefighters start every day from “yes.”  They are men and women of action, and we are lucky to have you.  On behalf of all the people of Massachusetts, thank you for your service and your dedication to our communities.  
Later this evening, we will mark the ten year anniversary of the Cold Warehouse Storage Fire.  It was a defining moment in the history of this city.  This community witnessed tragedy and heroism at the same time.  The six firefighters who perished in that fire inspired us with their selflessness and their courage.  Instead of retreating in the face of raging flames, they went in, hoping that they could save lives.  That is an indelible image of bravery.  
And their spirit lives on today.  I see it in the families they left behind.  I know that the sadness and the suddenness of their loss are still with you.  I also know that we are proud of them.  The passing of time does nothing to dull our appreciation for their service to this community.  Even today, a decade later, we are still humbled by their sacrifice and by the example they set for this community.  

Those men -- and the firefighters who follow in their footsteps -- you are the bedrock of our communities.  Millions of families across our Commonwealth -- including my own -- sleep better knowing that there are firefighters standing by, ready to set down their own lives in an effort to save our own.  Your work encourages us to see beyond the horizons of our own needs and embrace the needs of our neighbors and our communities.  That is the example we are celebrating today, and I am glad to be here to share it with you.  
Thank you.  
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