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Good afternoon and thank you, Gary, for that kind introduction.  And thank you to Judge Abber for your remarks and for your service on the Probate and Family Court.  
A special welcome to Chief Justice Rapoza, Chief Justice Carey and Chief Justice Ordoñez.   Thank you to the Associate Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court, the Appeals Court and the Probate and Family Court and other courts who are here in great number to celebrate with Judge Blake today.  
I would like to thank the members of the Judicial Nominating Commission, the Joint Bar Committee and the Governor’s Council for the important roles you play in the judicial appointment process. 
Welcome to my brothers and sisters at the bar and to all the court staff here today.  


Most importantly, congratulations and a very special welcome to Judge Blake’s family.  I understand that some of you have traveled all the way from California and New York.  Welcome to Massachusetts and thank you joining the celebration.  You all deserve much of the credit today for supporting her.  Keep up the good work.
I am extremely honored and proud to administer the official oath of office to Judge Amy Lyn Blake to serve as an Associate Justice of Appeals Court.  
I am very proud of this particular appointment because I claim Judge Blake as one of mine.  I was confident in her extraordinary abilities when I nominated her to serve on the Probate and Family Court in 2008 and she has exceeded all my expectations.  I know that her compassion, intelligence and devotion will be missed on the Probate and Family Court, but the Appeals Court and the Commonwealth will benefit greatly from her in this new role.  Judge Blake understands that appellate decisions need to be clear and understandable for lower court judges, practitioners and litigants.  And I am confident that all the attributes that earned her great respect on the Probate and Family Court –intelligence, expertise on family law matters, excellent writing skills, sound judgment, calm and very friendly demeanor and, perhaps most importantly, her compassion and fairness – will make her a beloved colleague to all with whom she serves on the Appeals Court.  
With confidence and thanks for her extraordinary service to the judiciary and to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, I now administer the oath of office to Amy Lyn Blake as Associate Justice of the Appeals Court. 

OATH


I, Amy Lyn Blake, do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance, to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and will support the Constitution, thereof, so help me God.


I, Amy Lyn Blake, do solemnly swear and affirm that I will faithfully and impartially, discharge and perform, all the duties incumbent on me, as Associate Justice of the Appeals Court, according to the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the Constitution, and the laws of this Commonwealth, so help me God.


I, Amy Lyn Blake, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States. 
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