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Frank.  Thank you everyone.  Thank you so much.  Thank you very, very much.  Thank you, Frank, for such a beautiful, beautiful introduction, for giving my speech for me.  I’m happy to take any questions with the time remaining.  I value your leadership and your friendship.  I’m honored to be with you, to have stood with you and to have you stand with me.  You and all your members, all of you here and all of those who represent us.   

I want to thank you for supporting the best Labor Secretary the Commonwealth has ever had: Joanne Goldstein. 
I want to acknowledge George Noel who I saw on the way in, where are you George? George, another great partner of ours and of yours.  Thank you, George. 

And the incomparable Marty Walsh is here today wearing his dual caps of the labor leadership and also a member of the state legislature.  Where are you Marty?  There he is. 
Just last month, I had the opportunity to speak in this hotel – is this the only place you go, by the way?  - in this hotel at the AFL-CIO’s annual convention – some of you may have been there.  Let me say now as I said then: I feel fortunate to work with you, to stand with you now for the last six years now.  Because together we have built a stronger Commonwealth.  And it’s the together part of that, that I want to especially emphasize today. 
Together we invested in more in K-12 education than ever before in the history of the Commonwealth.   Together, we focused on education, innovation and on infrastructure.  We’ve moved from 47th in job creation in 2006 to 5th in America today.   
Together we worked to extend unemployment benefits for workers still reeling from the recession.
Together we entered into project labor agreements with UMass Boston – the first public construction PLA in Massachusetts in over a decade – and we are looking forward to the next one.  It’ll come soon right?  There’s always one.  Actually, it’s usually the same one.   
Together we enabled PCAs to organize, streamlined the sprawling transportation system, held employers accountable for the misclassification of workers, and enacted one of the first Card Check Bills in America.  We did that together.  Together.
Together we passed gaming legislation that looks forward to putting hundreds and indeed thousands of people to work. 

None of this has been easy.  Reform is never easy.  Progress is never easy – always disruptive.  But labor has had the seat at the table I promised you’d have, and what we’ve accomplished as a result has been better because we’ve done it together.
Now Frank said, this was not a political invitation, but we need to have a political conversation, a raw political conversation.  Because we need to come together right now for our country.  On the national level, we need the kind of positive action that together we have delivered and will continue to deliver here in the Commonwealth.
We need federal tax reform so that everyone contributes according to his ability to do so.
We need a Congress, including a new democratic Massachusetts senator, who will work with this President to lift this country up.

We need to stop asking this President to try to save the economy with one hand tied behind his back.
And we need to keep President Barack Obama in the White House so he can finish what he started.
There’s a lot that we need to do.  I can’t do it all alone.  You can’t do it alone.  President Obama can’t do it alone.  But together we can.
Solidarity.  Solidarity in union halls, on picket lines, in jails has been a source of strength and pride for working people for a long, long time now.  Solidarity doesn’t mean we have to all think alike.  It means we have to work together, to build a better future – because that’s the only way that working people have ever been able to stand up to the inherent advantage that powerful people have.  Solidarity.
Make no mistake.  That’s we’re up against.  Powerful interests who see an opportunity to cement their power for a long time, at any cost whatever it does to you, and your members, and their families.  The National Republican Party and their Tea Party candidates believe that if we just shrink government, cut spending, crush you and wait, all will be well.  

Never mind that the same folks who say they want small government and limited spending were responsible in the Bush Administration for the biggest run-up in the size of the federal government and federal spending in history.

Never mind that the same folks who say religious fundamentalism is a danger overseas have absolutely no problem promoting it here at home. 
Never mind that the same folks who say government should stay out of your and my private lives have no problem at all with government telling a woman whether keep an unwanted pregnancy or whether you or I can marry the person they approve of.
Never mind all that.  It’s almost as if we are immune to hypocrisy.  What should bother you maybe most of all is that what they are peddling right now is what got us into this mess to begin with.

It’s what delivered historic unemployment.

It’s what delivered financial services taking the economy off a cliff. 

It’s what delivered crumbing roads and bridges, a whole host of public infrastructure projects that could have not just kept your members working, but made a stronger quality of life and stronger economy for today and for tomorrow.  
We, all of us in this room, believe in the American Dream.  All of us in this room have lived it.  It makes me swell with pride to think about the ideals of this country and how incredibly powerful they have been in all kinds of unsuspecting and surprising corners of the country and the world.  To cause people to lift themselves up.  To hope for a better tomorrow and then to work for it.  


We believe in an economy that grows opportunity out to the marginalized, not just up to the well-connected.  

We believe that labor should have a place at the table, that the organizing rights of working people ought to be honored and encouraged, not crushed. 

We believe that we owe the next generation a better Commonwealth, a better country than we found.
And we believe that in good times and in crisis alike, we should turn to each other and not on each other.

Well, if that’s what you believe, if that’s what you think is worth working hard for and securing in our public message.  If you think, we ought to, with those values earn, earn the honor and responsibility of leading the nation, then for goodness sake, grow a backbone and stand up for what we believe.  That is the only way, that is the only way that we’re going to move this country forward.  

And I would ask you to start by standing up for this President.
THIS is the president who delivered access to health care to every single American, in every corner of the country, after 90 years of trying. 

THIS is the President whose stimulus act invested billions in education, broadband, smart grid, roads and bridge construction, weatherization, transit, high speed rail, clean coal – and delivered lots and lots of paychecks to your members.

THIS is the president who saved the American auto industry from extinction, the American financial industry from self-destruction, and the American economy from full-blown depression, turning around a 4 million jobs before he took office to nearly 4 million private sector jobs today. 

THIS is the President who passed the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act and fought to level the playing field for working people and the unions who represent them.

THIS is the President who brought Osama Bin Laden to justice, and ended the war in Iraq and restored our stature and influence throughout the world. 

The list of accomplishments is long, impressive and barely told.  Barely mentioned.  You may not agree with every decision President Obama makes, or has made.  I don’t.  But I respect that he is making decisions based on progressive values, a core commitment belief in the American Dream and the kind of country we can leave better than we found.  And I, for one, am not going to stand by and let him be bullied out of office and neither should you.  

For an awful lot of people today, including a lot of your members, the American Dream is up for grabs.  People are questioning that simple defining notion that here in America you can make a better way for yourself and your family, the very notion that has made us an envy of the world.  
In Massachusetts and all across America, we still have people who need help getting back to work.  

We still have schools to strengthen and teachers to support.   

We still have health care costs to reduce. 

We still have a tax system to make fair.

We still have neighborhoods to make peaceful.

The American Dream is at stake.  It is at risk.  To save it, we changed the Guard in Washington.  Now it’s up to us to guard the change.  
So if you’re ready to finish what we started, I’m asking you to use your strength, your size, and your passion.  President Obama needs you now, I need you now.  And, more to the point, working families all across Massachusetts and all across the nation need you now.
You know what to do.  You always know what to do.  Talk to somebody.  Talk to your friends, your family, your co-workers, certainly your union brothers and sisters, especially the ones you and I both know who nod in your face, and then vote the other way.  Right?  We’re friends, let’s be honest.  Talk to someone.  Engage with folks you know don’t agree with us.  Look for common cause and common purpose because all of us have a stake in the American Dream.  

This is the only society in history not organized around religion or a common language or a common culture.  We’re organized around a handful of civic aspirations: equality, opportunity, fair play.  That’s what makes us an envy to the world.  That’s what’s worth fighting for.  That’s what’s at stake.  And I ask you together and in solidarity to go to work for that.  
Thanks for your partnership and I look forward to working with you. 
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