American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy’s Scorecard Announcement
What:

Offer brief remarks.  You will be introduced by ACEEE Senior Policy Analyst and Scorecard lead author Michael Sciortino.  Q&A will follow after the speaking program. 
Purpose:

To accept recognition for Massachusetts being #1 in national survey on energy efficiency initiatives.
Audience:

Press, NGO community, government officials, utilities, energy policy experts, business leaders
Message:
Massachusetts’ clean energy strategy is getting nation-leading results in energy efficiency. 
Governor Deval L. Patrick

American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy’s Scorecard Announcement
National Press Club, Washington, DC
Thursday, October 20, 2011

Good morning and thank you, Steven.  I am proud to be here and delighted, Michael, with your excellent report.
On behalf of the people of the Commonwealth, I am proud to accept this recognition from the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy.  It’s nice to be #1. 
When I took office in 2007, we made a commitment to grow the clean energy sector in Massachusetts.  
We focused on an energy agenda that would stabilize costs in the long-run, improve our energy security and independence, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and create clean energy jobs in the private sector.  
With the support of the Legislature, I was able to sign into law a package of legislation that has catalyzed significant growth in our clean energy sector – growing renewable energy, sparking development of new technologies, addressing climate change, and unleashing the potential of energy efficiency.  Indeed, we see energy efficiency in the Commonwealth’s as our “first fuel” – what we look to first to meet our energy needs before considering new energy generation, knowing that the most economical fuel is that which we do not use. 
That strategy is working.  We are investing more per capita in energy efficiency today than any other state in America.  We are on course to reach the most ambitious targets in the country to reduce greenhouse gas emissions – 25 percent below 1990 levels by 2020 – and have adopted a Clean Energy and Climate Plan comprising cost-effective policies and programs to reach that target, working with our public utilities and local communities.  
As anticipated, all of this is growing a whole new industry in Massachusetts.  According to this week’s Massachusetts Clean Energy Industry report, jobs in the clean tech sector grew at a rate of 6.7 percent last year and are on pace to grow at more than twice that pace through next year.  This is one of the reasons that today Massachusetts is growing jobs faster than most of the rest of the country and coming out of recession faster than much of the rest of the nation.
So, our strategy is working.  We have put Massachusetts on a path to win the future in energy efficiency and we appreciate this wonderful recognition and we look forward to competing successfully in the next year. 
Thank you very much. 
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