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Good afternoon and welcome to Boston.  I appreciate the chance to be with you during this important conference.  I want to spend most of our time in conversation, but first let me offer a few points about where we are and where we are going in energy and environmental policy here in the Commonwealth.

Often, we are asked to choose between economic development and environmental stewardship.  From my experience in the energy industry before I ran for Governor, I am convinced this is a false choice.  That belief has only been affirmed during my time in office.  We have been focused on laying a foundation for robust economic growth in green sectors, simultaneously building a new innovation economy while preserving and rethinking how we use our natural resources.  

Of course, this approach has not been without its detractors.  As our current economy sputtered and then collapsed, leaving Americans anxious and confused, some have advocated for an agenda that pushes environmental and energy concerns to the second tier.  
But this is dangerous short-sighted thinking.  See, I believe the science of climate change.  I believe we can measure the impact we are having on our planet.  And, most important, I believe we can harness our creativity, take proactive steps and deliver lasting solutions to our environmental challenges.  But if we are going to do it, the states will need to lead the way.  Any observer of international efforts cannot help be a little discouraged by the gridlock, not to mention the series of stalemates in the U.S. Congress.  So, in the absence of global agreement, states must seize the chance to be laboratories, incubators of innovation that can be a model for the nation and one day the world.

That has been our approach since day one of our administration.  Our focus has been to invest in the sectors that will drive the economy of tomorrow.  Robust environmental and energy policy can and will spur new economic opportunity and long-term security for the nation, a phoenix rising from the ashes of this recession.  From reducing emissions to investing in solar and wind power, responsible ocean management, historic land conservation and new energy efficiency programs, we are working to make Massachusetts global leader in these areas.  
Because climate change is the environmental challenge of our lifetime, Massachusetts rejoined the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative in our first month in office.  We led the way to full auction of emissions allowances under RGGI.  For the first time in the nation, we are putting a price on carbon and plowing the auction benefits back into energy efficiency for further emission reduction and savings on consumer bills.  
In discussions about climate change and greenhouse gas emissions, I am always struck by the vehemence of people advocating for the status quo.  Frankly, I don’t see the downside of cleaner air and cars that don’t spout exhaust into our neighborhoods.  I see the renewed hope in the young man trained to install solar panels instead of maintaining the smokestack at a coal power plant.  I see a vibrant workforce returning to the job to build new LEED certified buildings.  In other words, I see jobs and reduced emissions, reduced dependency on imported energy and a new leadership opportunity for this nation.  And suppose the scientists’ predictions are wrong -- unlikely, in my opinion -- haven’t we still launched a new sector of our economy that reduces unemployment, protects and conserves our environment, and enables America to provide her own energy, surely a sign of good national security policy?  

So that is why we have the strongest greenhouse gas law in the nation, requiring emissions reduction up to 25 percent by 2020, on the way to 80 percent by 2050.  According to a recent analysis, the policies we have already in place and in the works will get Massachusetts to 18.6 percent below 1990 emission levels by 2020.  
How are we going to 18 percent below 1990 levels in greenhouse gas emissions?  
First, we will bring unprecedented focus to energy efficiency, the cheapest, cleanest fuel there is.  We recently launched the most ambitious energy efficiency program in the nation.  Over the next three years, we will invest $2 billion in energy efficiency, delivering $6 billion of savings for consumers while creating 4,000 local jobs.  For the record, that is three times what California is doing over the next three years and it will make Massachusetts the undisputed energy efficiency leader of the country.   
Second, we will invest in renewable energy.  With a rebate program called Commonwealth Solar and now a new Solar Credit program for large installations, we will increase the amount of installed solar power in Massachusetts nearly 20-fold over four years.  Installed wind power will be up tenfold in that time.  

Third, we will get there with a Low Carbon Fuel Standard, which we are now developing on a regional basis with the 10 RGGI states and Pennsylvania.  This will create a large market for advanced, non-food-based biofuels as well as plug-in hybrid and all-electric vehicles as we let innovators and the market discover the best, lowest-cost ways to reduce carbon emissions from vehicle fuels.
With each of those investments, the clean energy market creates good jobs.  The number of firms engaged in solar installation in Massachusetts quadrupled, from 50 to 200, in a year and a half.  Massachusetts employment in solar manufacturing and installation more than doubled over two years.   In Charlestown, construction is underway on the nation’s first large-scale wind blade testing facility and we have mapped ocean areas for off-shore wind projects.  All these projects and initiatives will take new, professionally trained talent that can be an anchor of the Commonwealth’s economy for years to come.   

And lastly, we will build on our track record of innovation to keep pushing for reduced emissions wherever we can.  Two years ago, we began an Energy Management pilot project that looked at drinking water and wastewater treatment facilities and the energy they use. These facilities total 30 percent of municipal energy bills, and the energy they use translates into greenhouse gas emissions.  By making investments in high-efficiency variable speed pumps and motors and installing wind turbines and solar panels at these facilities, we could cut energy spending and reduce emissions.
We took that idea to the Obama administration, and there is now a federal requirement that at least 20 percent of the federal recovery funding for these waterworks facilities be used for Green Infrastructure.  We are putting solar panels on school rooftops and other public buildings, demonstrating to tomorrow’s leaders the importance of action today while reducing municipal carbon footprints and energy bills.  
So, in spite of the recession, we are leading the way on climate change because it is an important avenue for both job growth and responsible stewardship.  But our environmental roots run deeper than just emissions.  We have a deep and longstanding commitment to protecting air, water and natural resources because, as everyone here understands, a healthy environment is critical to a healthy economy. 

We are in the midst of the largest land conservation effort in the Commonwealth’s history -- 54,000 acres permanently protected in the past two years.  We are creating and improving urban parks, preserving working landscapes such as farms and forests, and protecting large blocks of critical habitat for generations to come.  We have filed an expanded bottle bill to increase recycling and are working to put solar and wind power at closed municipal landfills.  

In all this, we rely on partners in the environmental community -- advocacy groups, watershed associations, land trusts and other groups.  You play a critical role in keeping environmental concerns in the public eye.  Never before has the support of foundations and other grantmakers been more crucial to help states and citizen groups make their case for the environment. 
In these times, when health and human services are experiencing painful cuts, it is easy to look at environmental challenges and postpone action.  It is my job to weigh the human costs associated with every program in the state budget, and I have made difficult decisions to cut in some key environmental areas, notably the Department of Conservation and Recreation.  But, just as families, businesses and not for profits are doing all across the country, government is simply making do with less.  Our goal has been to spread the sacrifice as equally as possible.

But your magnanimity and environmental philanthropy will help us bridge to times when we can fully address the myriad challenges Mother Nature throws at us.  I applaud you for your continued optimism and dedication to these causes.  I know that, in the face of the crazed urgency of now, working to protect the slow erosion of our coastline or prevent a one degree rise in ocean temperatures can be difficult.  But you keep going because you can see beyond your own self-interest and recognize that the decisions we make today will have a profound impact on our children tomorrow.  Stay patient, stay determined and I am confident we will get there together.

Because the truth is our environment has a magical ability to inspire humanity to greatness.  From Boston Harbor to Appalachia, the Rockies, Death Valley and the fjords of Alaska, nature can restore our childlike sense of wonder and, I think, make us more caring people.  As a child on the South Side of Chicago, I know about the beauty that nature can bring to even the most broken corners of our communities.  [Grandmother’s garden story] 

Thank you and I am happy to take your questions.
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