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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas  Abolitionist John Brown resided in Springfield from 1847- to 1851, establishing Perkins & Brown, a wool merchant, and
W

hereas Mr. Brown formed lasting friendships with members of Springfield’s African-American community including Thomas, a local entrepreneur and porter in at Perkins & Brown, and
W

hereas  He organized the anti-slavery activist group, the League of Gileadites,  comprised of members of Springfield’s African American community and forty-four former slaves Brown assisted North through the Underground Railroad, a group that served as a model for later racially integrated organizations, such as the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, and
W

hereas In Springfield, Mr. Brown mapped out the “Subterranean Pass Way,” an expanded version of the Underground Railroad whereby a greater number of slaves would be sent North through the Appalachian Mountains, and
W

hereas In November 1847, the writer, orator, and renowned anti-slavery activist Frederick Douglass interrupted a speaking tour to meet Mr. Brown in the City of Springfield; and 
W

hereas This year we mark the 150th anniversary of John Brown’s raid on Harper’s Ferry on October 16th, 1859, an event which triggered the Civil War and led to the end of slavery, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim October 17th, 2009 to be,
John Brown Day 
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, fifteenth day of October, in the year two thousand and nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-third.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
