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Thank you, Secretary Sullivan, for that introduction and for your exceptional leadership of our energy and environment agenda.  

Thank you to all of you for being here and for your commitment to fostering the water industry in order to meet the needs of a 21st century global economy.   

I wanted to come by today to give you and what you’re doing a little context, to describe what we are trying to do in Massachusetts and how the water industry fits, in important ways, into it.  First let me start with our growth strategy. 

We invest in education because, with nearly 300 universities, research facilities and teaching hospitals within 90 minutes of where you're sitting right now, education is our calling card to the world.

We invest in innovation because there are a handful of high-growth industries -- industries like biotech and life sciences, clean tech, IT, precision manufacturing and financial services -- that depend on the kind of concentration of brainpower we have.

And we invest in infrastructure, the unglamorous work of government, because it supports everything else, because it's the public platform for private initiative and personal ambition.

That strategy for growth is why we are first in the nation today in student achievement, entrepreneurial activity, economic competitiveness, venture funding, health care coverage, energy efficiency, biotech and life sciences, and so much more.

What we are trying to do is marry brainpower, our natural resource, with commerce through innovation.  And to be a home to, or a home away from home for, any industry whose model has those needs.  That’s why we believe the water technology industry has a natural place in Massachusetts.  Humankind needs innovation in water technology.  That innovation will depend on brainpower and a culture of prudent risk taking, investment, collaboration and policy support.  In other words, that’s why I’m here.

In 2011, I led an economic development mission to Israel.  I was accompanied by an extraordinary group of civic leaders representing all sectors of Massachusetts, from business and government, education and the non-profit sector.   

It was a productive visit, and is still producing mutual benefits.  Massachusetts and Israel have a special compatibility.  We are both centers of innovation, with economies driven by education and entrepreneurship.  For both, our greatest natural resource is brainpower.  

During that trip, we came to appreciate the enormous need for solutions to the many water challenges around the world. Well, it turns out Massachusetts is home to nearly 300 water industry companies and organizations and the most Water Innovation Patents per capita in the nation.  

We built on that by traveling to Singapore this past December because we saw an opportunity for a tremendous amount of collaboration there as well.  Stay tuned for more announcements from that trip.  

But we need your help, too.  Because of the cooperation between leaders in industry, academia, and the private and public sector – many of you in this room today -- Massachusetts is now at the center of the clean energy revolution and the next big push in water innovation.  

This is an exciting time to take advantage of the many opportunities before us in the water sector.  With your support, we will ensure our role in helping to solve water challenges for Massachusetts, for New England and for the world.  


Secretary Sullivan and his team have the point.  You in the private sector have the opportunity.  Let’s make the most of it.  Thank you.  
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