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Good Afternoon.  
To Chief Justice Paula Carey, 

The members of the judiciary and all the Court family,

Chair Macey Russell and members of the Judicial Nominating Commission,
Yolanda Acevedo, Colleen Cunnally, and members of the Joint Bar Committee, 
My brothers and sisters at the Bar, 
Ladies and gentlemen, welcome.  
Thank you all for being here today to celebrate these extraordinary public servants.

I’d like to recognize [insert names of elected officials present, including any members of the Governor’s Council]. 

Congratulations and a special welcome to the families of the judges and clerk-magistrates we honor today.  I especially treasure the view I have from here of the faces of the families, who look on with a wonderful mixture of pride and surprise.  Thank you for all you have done to make these women and men the persons of good judgment and integrity they are.
REMARKS
This afternoon, I have the distinct pleasure of administering the ceremonial oath of office to Judges Christopher and Rivera Ulwick and to Clerk-Magistrates Ryan and Vaughan.  As many of you know well, I take these appointments very seriously and work hard with the help of the JNC, the Governor’s Council, and my staff to be sure we get this right.  One of the most important constitutional duties I have as Governor is to nominate judges and clerk-magistrates to serve in the many courthouses of this Commonwealth.  I am well aware that they will hold these important positions long after my time as Governor has past.
These two judges sit in the Probate and Family Court, and these two clerk-magistrates work in the Juvenile and District Courts.  All are busy community courts where the work is challenging and vitally important.  In these courts, the judges and clerk-magistrates administer justice day after day to litigants who present complicated and often deeply personal issues, and who deserve to be treated with respect and to be heard, and I emphasize heard, by judges and clerk-magistrates who listen, and who are knowledgeable, fair and fully engaged.  We are blessed in this Commonwealth with many talented lawyers with excellent trial skills, and talented court staff who are very knowledgeable about the procedures and the law, but I look for something more.  I look for individuals with the temperament, dedication and compassion to be the best they can be for each and every litigant, on each and every case, from now until the day they retire.  Those of you who know these four individuals will agree that we got it right on these appointments.  The courts and the people of the Commonwealth will be well served by them for many years to come.
Megan H. Christopher


Judge Christopher practiced law for 22 years at MetroWest Legal Services in Framingham, representing low income and elder clients, with a focus on family law cases.  She was highly respected for her commitment to issues impacting poor women and victims of domestic violence.  Many of you know her as a very smart, hard-working attorney and now a judge, but perhaps you don’t know that she brings a unique background to the bench: for the eight years between college and law school, Megan worked as a cook at Wellesley College Food Services and was an active union member.  It was clear to me that she would be excellent judge in the Probate and Family, with not only the legal skills but the perfect demeanor to handle even the most challenging and emotional cases.   
With confidence and sincere appreciation for her service, I will now administer the ceremonial oath of office to Megan H. Christopher as Circuit Justice of the Probate and Family Court.
(

I, Megan H. Christopher, do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and will support the Constitution thereof, so help me God.


I, Megan H. Christopher, do solemnly swear and affirm, that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent on me, as Circuit Justice of the Probate and Family Court, according to the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the Constitution, and the laws of this Commonwealth, so help me God.

I, Megan H. Christopher, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States. 
(
Jennifer M. Rivera Ulwick


Judge Rivera Ulwick was an Assistant Judicial Case Manager at the Middlesex County Probate and Family Court for 12 years prior to her appointment to the bench, and it is fair to say she was simply a “superstar” in that role.  She earned an exceptional reputation among judges and attorneys for her knowledge of the law, diligence, energy and unflappable temperament.  As Chief Justice Carey will attest, Jennifer played a leadership role in the implementation of the new Massachusetts Uniform Probate Code.  Earlier in her career, Jennifer practiced law at the Boston firm of Packenham, Schmidt & Frederico, representing clients at all stages of Probate and Family Court litigation.  She also served as a law clerk for the Probate and Family Court for two years after law school. 
With confidence and sincere appreciation for her service, I will now administer the ceremonial oath of office to Jennifer M. Rivera Ulwick as Associate Justice of the Norfolk County Probate and Family Court.
(

I, Jennifer M. Rivera Ulwick, do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and will support the Constitution thereof, so help me God.

I, Jennifer M. Rivera Ulwick, do solemnly swear and affirm, that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent on me, as Associate Justice of the Probate and Family Court, Norfolk County Division, according to the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the Constitution, and the laws of this Commonwealth, so help me God.

I, Jennifer M. Rivera Ulwick, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States.

(
Robert L. Ryan, Jr.


Clerk-Magistrate Ryan had 14 exemplary years of service in the Norfolk County Juvenile Court Clerk’s Office prior to his appointment last fall.  He also served as an Assistant District Attorney in Suffolk County from six years.  All sources praise Robert for his professionalism, his steadfast commitment to the Juvenile Court and his unending patience with all who come before that court.  
With confidence and sincere appreciation for his service, I will now administer the ceremonial oath of office to Robert L. Ryan, Jr. as Clerk-Magistrate of the Norfolk County Juvenile Court.
(

I, Robert L. Ryan, Jr., do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and will support the Constitution thereof, so help me God.


I, Robert L. Ryan, Jr., do solemnly swear and affirm, that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent on me, as Clerk-Magistrate of the Juvenile Court, Norfolk County Division, according to the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the Constitution, and the laws of this Commonwealth, so help me God.


I, Robert L. Ryan, Jr., do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States. 

(
Robin E. Vaughan

Prior to her appointment to the Stoughton District Court, Clerk-Magistrate Vaughan served for over 20 years as an Assistant Clerk Magistrate and as a Magistrate at the Suffolk Superior Court.  She is a lawyer, so she brings to her District Court position knowledge of both courtroom procedures and the law.  Earlier in her career, she worked as a fair housing specialist for the Boston Fair Housing Commission and as an investigator for the MBTA.  She is known to be professional, fair and calm, even on the most hectic days.  
With confidence and sincere appreciation for her service, I will now administer the ceremonial oath of office to Robin E. Vaughan as Clerk-Magistrate of the Stoughton District Court.
(

I, Robin E. Vaughan, do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and will support the Constitution thereof, so help me God.


I, Robin E. Vaughan, do solemnly swear and affirm, that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent on me, as Clerk-Magistrate of the Stoughton District Court, according to the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the Constitution, and the laws of this Commonwealth, so help me God.


I, Robin E. Vaughan, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States. 

(
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