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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas  Jim Rice, dominant hitter and strong outfielder of the Red Sox, has been inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York; and   
W

hereas Rice began his storied career with the Red Sox on August 19th, 1974. By 1975, the left fielder was a full time player, joining center fielder Fred Lynn as Boston’s “Gold Dust Twins”; and 
W

hereas  In 1978, Rice was named the Most Valuable Player of the American League.  With an .315 average with 213 hits, 46 home runs, 139 RBIs, 15 triples, 406 total bases, Rice led the league in plate appearances, at-bats, hits, triples, home runs, RBIs, slugging percentage and total bases. His MVP year has been regarded as one of the best offensive seasons in baseball history; and 
W

hereas  Over the span of sixteen years with the Boston Red Sox, Jim Rice was a an eight time All-Star and two time Silver Slugger, a .298 hitter, with 382 home runs and 1451 runs batted in. With a strong throwing arm, Rice had a .980 fielding career with 137 outfield assists. His 21 assists in 1983 remains the most by a Red Sox outfield since 1944; and 
W

hereas On August 7th, 1982, Jim Rice rushed to the stands to help a young boy who had been struck in the head by a line drive. Rice carried the boy onto the field, to the clubhouse where he was taken to the hospital. Doctors have stated that Rice’s actions may have saved the boy’s life; and  
W

hereas Jim Rice joins legends Ted Williams, Carl Yastrzemski and Bobby Doerr as the only Hall of Famers to play their entire career with the Boston Red Sox. We congratulate Jim upon this great honor and we are glad to call him one of our own, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim July 28th,  2009, to be
Jim Rice Day   
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this twenty-eighth day of July, in the year two thousand and nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-third.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
