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Good afternoon.  I am here because I wanted the chance to offer both an official and a personal “Godspeed” as you head off on your mission in Qatar.
Each of you is part of a centuries-old legacy of service and sacrifice.  The ideals of service, community and citizenship are central both to what we stand for as a nation, and to the traditions of your Company.  

The 972nd Military Police Company has served our Commonwealth and our country for 95 years.  When abroad, you protect our military as they perform difficult and often dangerous tasks.  When not abroad, you help your neighbors as you did last year in the aftermath of Hurricane Irene and the tornadoes in Central and Western Mass.
Now you are called to service in Qatar in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  Go with our fervent prayer that each of you and your mission will be safe and successful and that you will come home soon.  And rest assured that while you are away, 6.5 million of your fellow Massachusetts citizens have got your back.
To the families, thank you for what you do to enable this mission.  Your patience, support, encouragement and love make their work possible – and inspire the rest of us.  We will do everything we can – as a community – to be there for you to lean on while your soldier is away. 
God bless you all.  Come home soon.
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