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A Proclamation

(
By His Excellency

Governor Deval L. Patrick
W

hereas Midwives have been a part of the culture and tradition of Massachusetts since colonial days and are important  in the Commonwealth’s health care; and 
W

hereas Midwives provide a family-centered childbirth and well-woman care options that have grown in response to the choice of thousands of parents in Massachusetts; and 
W

hereas Midwives are dedicated to the care of pregnancy and birth and treat each woman’s pregnancy according to her unique and personal needs; and 
W

hereas During pregnancy, labor and the postpartum period they provide the necessary supervision, care and advice to women. They conduct deliveries and care for the newborn and the infant, and offer childbirth education and counseling to women on health needs, family relations and postpartum concerns; and 
W

hereas The Midwifery model of care has been proven to improve health care access in disadvantaged communities, reduce the cost of maternity care and demonstrate outcomes comparable to medical practitioners; and 
W

hereas Midwives have traditionally provided an important link in the public health network and continue to do so today, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim May 5th,  2007, to be
Midwives’ Day 
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this third day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand and seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirtieth.

By His Excellency

Deval L. Patrick
Governor of the Commonwealth

William Francis Galvin

Secretary of the Commonwealth

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

